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FROM THE EDITOR

Noelene Duckett, 7 Belcarra Place, The Woodlands Texas
USA 77382. Email: aduckett7@msn.com

Welcome to the July Range Management Newsletter. This
issue begins with a report from the Society’s Annual
General Meeting held in May 2007. Several reports were
tabled at the meeting suggesting that 2006 was another
busy but profitable year for the Society. There were a
number of changes to the ARS Council made at the
meeting including a new Secretary (Vanessa Bailey) and a
new Finance and Audit Officer (Peter Marin). John Taylor
also came on board as a general member. Contact details
for all current members of Council are on the inside cover
of this issue. lan Watson, the Subscription Manager, has
recently indicated that he would like someone to take over
this position - further details about the position can be
found on page 5 of this newsletter.

This issue of the newsletter also includes a number of
reports of recent and continuing investigations. Richard
Silcock outlines several activities being carried out by the
National Pimelea Project, an initiative looking into
production losses associated with Pimelea poisoning in
livestock. Thinking of undertaking some activities to
repair water flows in an arid catchment? You will want to
read Ken Tinley and Hugh Pringle’s report first — in it,
they provide a checklist of activities to help guide the
planning and implementing these types of projects. Also,
the Biodiversity Sciences group of the Queensland EPA
have provided a case study as a follow-up to an article
included in RMN 06/3 (November 2006). This case study
looks at ways that James and Jenny Skelton are managing
their property “Stirling Downs” to be in good condition for
both production and biodiversity. Additionally, Bill
Holmes has written an interesting article examining
whether cost of production (COP) calculations are really
useful to extensive beef producers. While I found the
whole article interesting, 1 have to admit that the bit that
sparked my interest was when Bill reminds us to “reflect
on what it all means”. Sometimes we are so busy churning
out the popular figures and indices we forget this critical
part!

Other articles found in this issue include an obituary for
one of Australia’s pioneering rangeland research and
extension officers, Hank Suijdendorp; a review of the book
“How a Continent Created a Nation” by Libby Robin; an
edited version of the Directors” Report presented at the
ARS AGM; travel grant information (remember
applications close by 30 November); and the membership
form.

The next issue of the Range Management Newsletter is
due out in November. [ would appreciate receiving both
long and short articles (research reports, meeting reports,
book reviews, letters to the Editor efc) by late
September/early October. Please consider contributing to
the next issue!

REPORT FROM THE AUSTRALIAN
RANGELAND SOCIETY AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on
23 May 2007 at the Department of Primary Industries and
Fisheries, Yeerongpilly, Brisbane, Queensland.

During the meeting, the Society’s President Peter Johnston
provided an outline of key issues in the Directors” Report.
These included:

*  Publications - Two journals and three newsletters
were published. There has been a substantial
improvement in the journal over the last 12 months,
the second year with CSIRO Publishing. There has
been an increase in papers submitted but not all are of
suitable standard so the number of articles per issue
has remained static. The newsletter continues to be
published in hard copy but a review has recommended
that this form of publishing be reconsidered.

*  Conference - The 14" Biennial Conference was held
in Renmark. It was successful based on the
attendance figures (around 260 delegates), feedback
received, and substantial profit returned. Sarah
Nicolson was recognized for her work as Professional
Conference Organiser for the 2006 and previous
conferences.

*  Membership - Membership numbers remain static
with 426 members including 361 individual members.
The Renmark conference boosted membership,
however lan Watson, the Subscription Secretary,
noted that while conferences attract new members
they don’t tend to remain as members. For example,
there were 64 new members from the 2004 Alice
Springs conference but 77% of those are no longer
members. lan also noted that although numbers have
been stable since 2000, in 1990 they were almost
double the current number.

Tim Ferraro, the Society’s Finance and Audit Officer, also
provided an outline of key financial issues. The Society
had a healthy financial report: Society funds go up every
second year with a conference, and make a loss every
other non-conference year. The Society had a profit of
around $55,000 which is up from a loss the previous year.

New Office Bearers were also appointed during the
meeting. The current ARS Council now includes:

President Peter Johnston
Finance and Audit Officer Peter Marin
Secretary Vanessa Bailey

Tim Ferraro

Graeme Tupper
Annabel Walsh

John Taylor

Sandra Van Vreeswyk

General Council Members

Further details of the Directors report are given later in this
issue of the Range Management Newsletter (beginning on
page 16). Contact details for all Council members are
given on the inside cover of this newsletter. We are also
hoping to include profiles of the new Council members in
future newsletters.
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NATIONAL PIMELEA PROJECT

Richard Silcock, Principal Scientist (Pasture Agronomy),
Animal Research Institute, Yeerongpilly Qld 4106.
Email: Richard.Silcock@dpi.qgld.gov.au

In November, 2006, Senator Ron Boswell announced
Federal Government funding for research on pimelea
plants and ways to combat production losses caused by
pimelea poisoning in livestock.

The impacts of pimelea poisoning during the past few
years has been estimated by Agforce to cost industry
around $50 million in terms of production losses, stock
deaths, control and extra management work for cattle
producers. The plant, a native annua, (Photo 1), was
prevalent in 2006 as a result of prevailing rainfall patterns
in areas of southern, south west and central western
Queensland, northern New South Wales and South
Australia and parts of the Northern Territory.

T

Photo 1: Pimelea simplex in the Longreach area.

There are three main species that cause problems (Photo 2).
Pimelea trichostachya is most common species on the
sandier mulga soils while Pimelea simplex is mostly on more
clayey soils and gibber plains. Pimelea elongata has a more
restricted distribution and seems most common on ephemeral
lakes and run-on sites. A chief distinguishing feature is the
degree of hairiness of the seed covering.

Photo 2: Seeds of the Pimelea species being researched: (L to
R) P. trichostachya, P. elongata and P. simplex
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AgForce manages this project with contributions from the
Queensland, South Australian and New South Wales
Departments of Primary Industries, the University of
Queensland and AACo. QDPI&F is the major research
partner. Producers are also assisting by either providing
plant samples and local information or by allowing trials to
be conducted on their properties.

Pimelea poisoning

Although unpalatable, pimelea will be eaten by stock when
nothing else is available and stock are very hungry or
newly introduced to an area.

The toxins in green pimelea cause gastric irritation and
subsequently diarrhoea following by sudden death in both
sheep and cattle. Only cattle develop the full disease,
known locally as St George or Marree disease or desert
riceflower poisoning. It is characterised by right-sided
heart failure, distended pulsing jugular veins and
subcutaneous oedema of the head, neck, and brisket (see
Photo 3).

Photo 3: A severely affected animal

Dry plants are still toxic and clinical signs can be seen
when plant fragments (green or dry) are inadvertently
eaten with other feed. This is especially likely where
pimelea is growing amongst other sought after grasses and
herbage.

Research priorities

* A best practice management guide, aimed at boosting
long-term sustainability of grazing operations, will be
developed using existing work and by carrying out
new field and laboratory trials.

* Examination of circulating toxin concentrations in
different animals through investigating levels of toxin
in rumen contents and measuring residues of toxin in
carcase tissues.






















































