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EDITORIAL 
An organization such as the Australian 
Rangeland Society depends strongly on 
recognition if it is to grow and contribute to the 
world debate on Rangeland issues. The most 
influential way this can be achieved is through 
professionally presented publications that 
contain information of a high standard. The 
editorial committee sees a need to reorganise 
the content of both the journal and the 
newsletter. 

Some of the ideas of members of that 
committee are included in this issue, however, 
I remind you that it is your society and you 
should have your say. The society and its 
publications may well be at a watershed and 
your contributions may lead to a society better 
able to meet your needs, through ensuring 
more recognition of the work of members and 
of the development of the science of 
rangeland management in Australia. 

PUT PEN TO PAPER and have your say, 
even if you just fax me your jottings. 

Newsletters will be published three times per 
year with definite publishing dates. 
Contributions must be with the editor before 
the closing date for each issue to be 
considered for that issue. For a trial period of 
one year the closing dates will be:- October 
31st, February 28th and June 30th. 

To provide the successful medium for the 
SOciety it is necessary for the newsletter to 
have contributions from the full range of 
members. Bill Bolton-Smith provided 
considerable input over many issues and a 
few others have been regular contributors, 
however, one group is noticeably absent. 
Where are the contributions from the 
experienced and senior members of the 
scientific community? Your opinions, thoughts, 
ideas and minor works are an integral part of 
the development of a strong and respected 
society. Besides, you have a responsibility to 
use your experience to guide and encourage 
younger members. 

In this issue we meet the new council and I 
wish to thank the old for the continued support 
and contributions they have made over the 
past two years. May the new continue to 
develop a strong and involved society. 

Subscriptions are way overdue for 1989 and 
the new subscriptions secretary, Melissa 
Gibbs, eagerly awaits your payments. Bear in 
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mind that late subscriptions mean a less 
financial society which in turn could result in 
an increase in fees. I know many of you have 
just forgotten so please get those payments 
in. 

George Gardiner 
Editor 

Letters to the Ed itor 

Dear Sir or Madam 

Manfred Jungbeck 
Reichenbachstr. 48 
7000 Stuttgart 50 
West Germany 
20.01.89 

I write to you because I am interested to take 
on practical rangeland work experience in 
Australia. 

I am studying geography here in Stuttgart in 
the 5th semester as the main subject. Other 
subjects are Botany, Geology and Computing. 
If it is possible I would like to participate in 
practical courses, in the field of physical 
geography. 

I would like to start the practical course at the 
begining of December 1989 for about three 
months. 

To get a little bit accustomed to your country 
and the people, to arrange accommodation 
and these things and to visit some friends, I 
will fly to Australia one month earlier. 

I know that during the practical course I will 
have to pay the subsistence by myself. 
I am looking forward to your positive answer. 

Yours faithfully 
Manfred Jungbeck 
CURRICULUM VITAE 
24.02.1963 Born in Stuttgart. 
1969 - 73 Primary School 
1973 -79 Non classical secondary school 

(Mittbere Refe) 
1979 - 82 Apprenticeship in Telecom 
1982 - 84 Technical secondary school 

(Abitur) 
1984 - 86 Instead of going to the Army I did 

social work at Red Cross 
Feb.-May86 Travelling through Australia 
from Oct.86 on Studying Geography on 

Stuttgart. 
If anyone can offer Manfred some assistance in his 
quest to get some hands on Aussie experience 
please contact him direct. ED. 
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From The Council 
MINUTES OF THE 13TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
RANGELAND SOCIETY HELD AT BOLLON, QUEENSLAND ON MAY 26TH, 1989. 

PRESENT D. Mills (President), R. Silcock 
(Sub Secretary), F. Lambert (Treasurer), E. 
Anderson, I. Beale, C. Everson, D.Orr, P. Filet, 
P. Jones, J Summers, N. Elmes, W. Muller, S. 
Miller. 

APOLOGIES K. Hodgkinson, J. Merritt, J. 
Wythes, P. Johnson, J. Mills, W. Burrows, M. 
Friedel. 

MINUTES Moved R. Silcock, seconded D. 
Mills that the minutes of the 12th Annual 
General meeting be confirmed as read. 

CARRIED 

BUSINESS ARISING Richard Silcock 
reported that the new copies of the 
Memorandum and Articles were finished. 

TREASURERS REPORT Francis Lambert 
presented her report noting that the auditors 
report states that the Society records are true 
and correct. 
Moved F. Lambert, seconded D. Mills that the 
Treasurer's report be accepted as per 
Appendix I. 

CARRIED 

SUB SECRETARY REPORT Richard Silcock 
moved for the adoption of his report as per 
Appendix II, seconded F. Lambert. 

CARRIED 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT Denzil Mills moved 
for the adoption of her report as per Appendix 
III. Seconded R. Silcock. 

CARRIED 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE R. Silcock 
presented the report of the Publications 
Committee, Appendix IV. R. Silcock moved, 
seconded I.Beale that members of the 
Publications Committee be reappointed for a 
further 12 months. 

CARRIED 

REPORT ON THE ELECTIONS The 
Council for the next 2 years will comprise: 
PresiQent Martin Andrew 
Vice Presidents Andrew Johnson 

Hon. Secretary 
Hon. Treasurer 
Sub. Secretary 
Past President 

Charlie Carter 
Dennis Barber 
Michael McBride 
Melissa Gibbs 
Denzil Mills 

GENERAL BUSINESS Ian Beale requested 
that the Society make a submission to the 
review of the rangelands research in Australia 
for the Production Research Advisory 
Committee of the Wool Research and 
Development Council. Council agreed to put 
something together for the consideration of the 
new Council at its first meeting on the 16th 
June. 
There being no further general business, 
Denzil Mills thanked all those who had been 
involved in running the Society for the past two 
years and the meeting closed at 9.45am. 

President. 

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1988 
(Presented at the A.G.M. held May 26, 1989) 

1988 saw a continuation of the healthy 
financial position of the Society. The 
Longreach Conference provided a major 
boost to income - giving a profit of $9,356. 

Currently the society has $25,000 invested in 
a fixed term deposit account. In 1988, the 
interest from this amounted to $1,394. This 
interest provides funds for the Australian 
Rangeland Society's Macquarie University 
Travelling Fellowship. At present there has 
been no replenishing of this account to cover 
loss of capital due to inflation. $3,000 has 
been tabled for investment to account for this. 
In future, a nominated % of the interest will be 
re-invested each year to account for inflation. 

Profits from the 2nd International Rangeland 
Congress (1984) were received by the ARS in 
1988. This totalled $40,000. It was decided to 
invest this money into a special trust fund 
operated by David Wilcox and Ray Perry in 
W.A. It is planned that interest from this 
account will provide funds for the Australian 
Rangeland Society's Oversea's Scholarship 
Travel Grant. 

Slow subscription payments resulted in the 
subscription secretary sending out overdue 
notices. The result was a significant income 
through late subscription payments. 

In 1988 journal publication costs were lowered 
by around $2,000 an issue. This has greatly 



contributed to the healthy financial state. 
Newsletter costs have risen slightly, and this 
trend will probably continue. 

A new method of reimbursing Branch imprest 
accounts has been adopted. This has made 
reimbursement requests much tidier to deal 
with. 

As at the time of the A.G.M. the society has 
the following balance. 

i) Cheque account $11,592.45 
$11,322.47 
$25,000.00 
$40,000.00 

ii) Call Deposit Account 
iii) Fixed Term Deposit 
iv) Trust Account 

THE AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND SOCIETY 
DETAILED PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1988 

1987 
$ 

15345 
44 

345 
4227 

350 
78 

20389 

INCOME 

1988 
$ 

Subscriptions 21106 
Sale of Publications 
Reprint Sales 180 
Interest 6082 
Other Income 
Biennial Rangeland Conference 9356 
Travel Grant AWC 2300 
2nd International Rangeland Conference 

LESS EXPENSES 

40000 
79024 

Audit Fee (No other services were provided 
350 by the auditor)' 425 
150 Bank charges 307 
500 Branch Subsidies 592 
600 Conference Expenses 1254 

32 Freight 101 
2000 Honoraria - Editor 2700 

100 Honoraria - Secretary 130 
100 Honoraria - Treasurer 100 
100 Honoraria - Membership Secretary 
100 Honoraria - Chairman 

• .iI':,,~!!ident . 400 I 
414 Postage 429 

14125 Production of Journal 6221 
4564 Production of Newsletter 4990 

Production of Brochures 2328 
660 Printing & Collating 

&~~Mry ~ 

420 Sundry Expenses 575 
2677 Travel 1394 

Refund AWC Grant 1216 
Donation 370 

26982 23572 

$(6503) Profit /(Loss) lor Year $ 55452 
The accompanying notes form part of these 
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accounts 
NB - Loss last year 

- $49,000 of this year's profit due to two 
conference inputs. 

* Subscriptions costs alone do not cover society's 
expenses!! 

STATEMENT OF SOURCE AND APPLICATION 
OF FUNDS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1988 

1987 
$ 

20389 
26892 
(6503) 

SOURCES OF FUNDS: 

1988 
$ 

Inflows from operations 79024 
Less: Outflow from operations - 23572 
Net Inflow (Outflow) from Operations 

55452 
4450 Decrease in Subscription Bank Account 

3806 Decrease in Investment Savings Account 

10 
35 

126 
389 

$2313 

Decrease in Publication Account 2001 
Decrease in Petty Cash on hand 
Decrease in Cash on Hand by G.G. Rob
inson 
Decrease in Interest Receivable 
Increase in Creditors 86 
Increase in Prepaid Subscriptions 160 

$57699 

APPLICATION OF FUNDS: 
Increase in Interest Receivable 2321 
Increase in Subscription Bank Account 
342 
Increase in Investment Savings Account 

48923 
338 Increase in General Bank Account 

5653 
1214 Increase in Publication Bank Account 

144 Increase in Newsletter Bank Account 
460 

617 Decrease in Prepaid Subscriptions 

$2313 $57699 

AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND SOCIETY 
Subscription Secretary Report to AGM 

25.5.89 
Currently the Society has 550 financial 
members and 90 library subscribers. This 
is in excess of the maximum membership 
of 500 nominated in our Articles of 
Association. The new Council may need to 
investigate the legality's of this situation 
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and apply to the WA Companies Authority 
to have this ceiling revised upwards to, 
say, 1000. 

Membership has increased steadily over 
the two years of this Council, assisted in 
part I feel by the colourful publicity leaflet 
we now distribute. The computer database 
works very well for generating address 
labels and sending out state lists of 
members. However, its potential has not 
been fully realised for minimising the 
duplication of writing needed to receipt, 
deposit and record in a ledger and on the 
database all subscriptions received. This 
would require significant skill in using 
database software until a memory driven 
system was developed by a skilled 
programmer, but is not impossible. The 
next Council may care to investigate this 
enhancement. 

Currently we distribute about 575 Journals 
and 570 Newsletters each print run. 
Considerable work and some friction with 
Libraries and Subscription Agencies can 
arise when these publications are 
published late or never appear (in the case 
of issue 4 of the newsletter in recent 
years). Our publicity tells them that we 
print two issues of the Journal and four of 
the Newsletter each year. They look for 
value in their subscription and timeliness of 
publication and if we do not deliver then 
we may lose customers. This would be 
unfortunate as many subscribers are from 
Third Would Countries whose staff 
desperately look to us for expertise but 
have very tight library budgets. 

Our members are currently distributed as 
follows: 

Overseas 
USA 11 
Rest of Americas 1 

Individual Library 

Africa 2 25 30 
Europe 6 
Asia & Middle East 3 
PNG and Indonesia 2 

ACT 10 6 
NSW 170 20 
NT 30 6 
QLD 85 7 

SA 
TAS 
VIC 
WA 

98 
1 
11 
119 

7 
o 
6 
7 

On a recent count, over 150 "financial" 
members still have not paid their 
subscriptions for 1989. Maybe a $5.00 
discount for early payment might be worth 
considering this could only be funded by 
increasing the base rate by $5.00. 

We now offer overseas subscribers airmail 
delivery of publications for $10.00 extra 
per publication, that is, two issues of the 
journal and four (?) of the Newsletter. The 
offer of credit card facilities for new 
members has not been a great success. It 
certainly means more paperwork and less 
income for us and I would not be keen to 
extend the facility to annual subscriptions. 
Transcription errors are common where a 
card imprint is not used and this creates a 
lot of work to rectify the situation. 

Richard Si Icock 
23.5.89 

AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Bollon, Queensland - 26 May 1989 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
In June 1987, the "Queensland" Council 
took office. The members of the Council 
who have been responsible for the 
management of the Society for the past 
two years are Ken Hodgkinson (Immediate 
Past President from NSW), John Merritt 
(Secretary), Richard Silcock (Subscription 
Secretary), Frances Lambert (Treasurer), 
Jennifer Wythes (Council member without 
portfolio) and myself as President. My 
personal thanks go to each member of 
Council for his or her efforts over the term. 
The effort required at times was over and 
beyond the call of duty! 

ADMINISTRATION The Council has 
devoted considerable time and effort (or 
sweat and blood) to streamlining the 
administration of the Society's business. 
We have produced a Procedures Manual, 
in loose leaf form, which helped us and 
hopefully will help future Councils operate 
more easily. In this Manual we 



have included in alphabetical order, copies 
of the latest budget; the members of the 
5th Biennial Conference Committee and 
the guidelines given to it by Council for the 
conduct of the Conference; honoraria; 
publication dates of the various issues of 
the Journal; details of the Overseas 
Conference Scholarship fund; recipients of 
the Travelling Fellowship and deadlines for 
applications etc. 

Richard Silcock has developed the 
Society's database so that it could almost 
provide your tax file number! if we knew it. 
It records, as well as your name and 
address, details of when you are paid up to 
and the year you joined the Society. There 
remains only to link the database with a 
system for recording the financial records 
of the Society so that the one system can 
keep the membership register up to date 
and also keep track of the cash flow and 
provide receipts for the positions of either 
Treasurer or Subscription Secretary to be 
the most desirable on Council instead of 
the most onerous! 

Richard and Frances Lambert have also, 
on the advice of our auditor, restructured 
the financial system of the Society. With an 
annual budget of $24,000 the Society 
needed to become more professional in its 
accounting procedures. 

MEMBERSHIP Membership of the Society 
has increased from 518 members and 
institutions last year to 658 members and 
institutions at present. 
5TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE LONGREACH 
About 200 people attended the Longreach 
Conference. The organisers were 
inundated by the offer of over 100 paper 
titles and 40 poster titles from members for 
the Conference. A decision was made to 
include 40 papers, but in hindsight this was 
too many as the time for debate was 
limited. Success has its problems too! The 
Graziers Forum attracted some additional 
participants just for the day and was well 
received. 

Financially the Conference was also very 
successful. The Council decided to donate 
some Rangeland reference books and 
maps to the Stockmans Hall of Fame and 
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to establish an Australian Rangeland 
Society bursary for students at the 
Longreach Pastoral College from some of 
the profits of the Conference in an effort to 
maintain the interest in rangeland 
managememnt in the region. Our thanks 
go to the organising committee for their 
efforts. 
6TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE CARNARVON 
WA Council has accepted an offer from the 
West Gascoyne Branch to host the next 
conference in September 1990. Alex 
Holme is Convenor and planning is well 
advanced. Members should keep in mind 
that the Travelling Fellowship is available 
to assist land managers and Students to 
attend the conference. Applications must 
be received by Council by November 30, 
1989. 
3RD INTERNATIONAL RANGELAND CON
GRESS The Congress in India was 
attended by a number of our members. Dr. 
Martin Andrew was assisted by the 
Overseas Conference Scholarship to 
attend. 
4TH INTERNATIONAL RANGELAND CON
GRESS The fourth congress will be held in 
France in April - May 1991. Both pre and 
post congress tours are being organised 
and members wishing to attend should 
consider applying for the 1990 Overseas 
Conference Scholarship in November 
1990. 

TRAVELLING FELLOWSHIP Council award
ed the Travelling Fellowship to Enrique 
Jurado, a post-graduate student at 
Macquarie University, to assist with travel 
to his research sites in Northern Territory. 
This is the second year Enrique has 
received the award. 
OVERSEAS CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP 
Dr Ken Hodgkinson has been awarded this 
scholarship to assist him to attend the 
International Grasslands Conference in 
France this year. Council was disappointed 
to receive only one application for each of 
its awards and we wish to encourage 
members to apply. 

PUBLICITY BROCHURES A second print run 
of the brochures was made as Council 
decided the Society needed to have some 
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on hand at all times. 

SUBMISSIONS The Society contributed 
submissions to the following enquiries 
during the past year: 

To the Biological Sciences Interim 
Committee of the Australia Research 
Council (our thanks go to David Wilcox for 
coordinating this submission ); . 

Statement on Rural Land Use for the Rural 
Press major feature on rural land use in 
Australia. (This feature was supposed to 
go to press on December and as yet it has 
not seen the light of day); 

To the Working Party on Effects of Drought 
Assistance Measures and Policies on Land 
Degradation. 

This increase in demand for a Society view 
point on various issues led Council to 
establish a Rangeland Degradation 
Advisory Group with representatives from 
each state to assist Council prepare 
submissions on land care topics. 

AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND JOURNAL Two 
issues of the Journal have been published 
in the past year. The Journal can now 
receive manuscripts on floppy disk and the 
Business Manager, Malcolm Howes, is to 
be congratulated on the standard of 
publication. The Editor of the Journal, Ron 
Hacker, reports that he is still having 
difficulties attracting papers for the Journal. 
Council has decided to try a new approach 
to the Journal and has put the following 
changes in place:- Dr Ron Hacker is 
Chairman of the new Editorial Committee. 
He is to be assisted by a number of 
Assistant Editors- Dr Wal Whalley, Dr Geof 
Pickup, Dr John Holmes, Mr Peter Curry, 
Dr Alan Wilson, Dr Stephen Morton and Dr 
Ian Beale each of whom represents an 
area of expertise in Rangeland Science. It 
will be the task of the Associate Editors to 
handle the reviewing of manuscripts. 
Council wishes to thank Ron Hacker for his 
dedication to the Journal. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE A new 
Publications committeee has been 
appointed with Dr Margaret Friedel as 
Chairperson. A member from each state 
has also been appointed to the 

Publications Committee. They are David 
Eldridge, NSW; Tony Pressland, OLD; 
Martin Andrews, SA; and the WA position 
is yet to be filled. In addition Ron Hacker, 
Malcolm Howes and George Gardiner are 
on the committee. The new committee has 
been asked to prepare for Council's 
approval a draft statement of the 
responsibilities of the committee and a 
draft policy statement for the Societies 
publications. 

Council wishes to thank the members of 
the previous Publication Committee for 
their contributions and our thanks in 
particular go to Ray Perry for chairing the 
committee. 

NEWSLETTER Two issues of the 
Newsletter have been published in the 
past year. The Editor George Gardiner has 
also had problems finding sufficient copy 
for the Newsletter. Council wishes to thank 
George. for his efforts and to take this 
opportunity to encourage all members to 
put pen to paper to make the newsletter a 
vibrant means of interchange of ideas. 

AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES The changes 
recommended by Council last AGM have 
been accepted and a new copy of the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association 
have been run off. Copies will be available 
from the SA Council in the near future. 
The position of a Second Vice President 
was filled in the recent call of nominations, 
so that the new Council will have a 
resident Vice President and a second Vice 
President Dr Charles Carter from Northern 
Territory who will form the focus of the 
council in 1991. 

THE FUTURE Council has been conscious 
that it has not been able to have a high 
profile in the emerging land carelland 
degradation debate. We hope the 
incoming council may as the result of 
some of the administrative changes we 
have made have the time to take the 
Australian Rangeland SOCiety into the 
debate to provide the professional, 
independent voice of the people who use 
and study Australia's rangelands that is 
some times missing. 
Denzil Mills President 
26.5.89 D 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND SOCIETY 26TH MAY 1989 

The Publications Committee was 
reorganised during 1988/89, after a review 
by Council. Both Council and the 
Committee were concerned that the 
Australian Rangeland Journal should tap 
new sources of potential authors and 
readers, and that consideration be given to 
future policy directions. 

The new Committee was to comprise the 
Editor and Business Manager of the 
Journal as before and, in addition, the 
Editor of the Range Management 
Newsletter, and state representatives. 
Their tasks included drafting a statement 
of the responsibilities of the Publications 
Committee and drafting a policy for the 
Society's publications, for consideration by 
Council. 

Ray Perry (Chairperson) and David Wilcox 
retired after a long and valuable 
association with the Committee, having 
guided it from its inception. They brought 
a wealth of national and international 
experience to the Committee, overseeing 
the editorial processes and standards of 
the Australian Rangeland Journal, and 
their important contributions are 
acknowledged here, with gratitude. 

The last meeting of the Committee under 
Ray Perry's leadership was held on 31 st 
May 1988. Overviewing the previous 12 
years of the Journal, the Committee 
concluded that the objectives set out in the 
'Guide to Contributors' could not be met 
and that it was "time to review the scope of 
the Journal and its complementarity with 
the Newsletter". 

There have been no further meetings. 
Council correspondence with potential 
Committee members was protracted and 
the membership was not finalised at the 
time of writing. However, discussion was 
initiated in March 1989 amongst the 
available members, when documentation 
of the Committee's role, dating to 1982, 
was circulated to them. Comment on the 
previous two issues of the Journal was 

called for and Editorial Reports were 
sought, as well as some initial response to 
the broader issue of future directions. 

The reports of the Business Manager and 
the Editors of both publications indicate 
that they are all doing an excellent job 
under difficult circumstances. Until these 
reports are seen by all members, the 
Committee's response cannot be 
formalised. Replies to hand on the 
subject of strategies for the future 
represent a wide variety of opinion, which 
can only be distilled by vigorous 
face-to-face discussion. 

My intention as Chairperson is to maintain 
the circulation of material to Committee 
members, until such time as we can meet 
together. With our new structure, 
opportunities to confer directly are few, 
due to time and expense. The Council 
has proposed that available members to 
meet at the time of the Australian Soil 
Conservation Conference in Perth, in 
September, and has recommended to the 
incoming Council that some funding be 
made available. 

Present indications are that the Committee 
will be lively and diverse, in view of the 
expertise and interests of its members, 
and I am optimistic that it will give new 
impetus to the Journal and the Newsletter. 

For the information of general Society 
members, the Publications Committee 
members are: 
David Eldridge (NSW) 
Margaret Friedel (NT, Chairperson) 
George Gardiner (Editor, Range 

Management Newsletten 
Ron Hacker (Editor Australian Rangeland 

Journal) 
Malcolm Howes (Business Manager 

Australian Rangeland Journal) 
Tony Pressland (Qld) 

Appointments from WA and SA are 
pending. 

Margaret Friedel 
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OUR PUBLICATIONS-WHAT OF THEIR FUTURE? 
The recent revamping of the publications 
committee under the leadership of Marg 
Friedel has occurred as a result of an 
increasing awareness that the needs of the 
Society may not be being met by current 
formats or content. This debate has several 
sides and for the benefit of members I have 
included a number of items from involved 
members. It is important that you, as 
members, be given the opportunity to shape 
your publications. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE LAST PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE MEETING - MAY 1988 
PRESENT: Ray Perry (Chairman), David 
Wilcox, Ron Hacker, Malcolm Howes. 

1. Malcolm Howes reported that he had 
made a unilateral decision not to pursue 
inclusion in Current Contents until - a: we can 
publish the Journal regularly -- b: we can 
demonstrate that the Journal carries high 
quality papers with a high proportion of more 
than parochial interest. 
Objective a: is almost achieved with July and 
December issues 
Objective b: there is still disagreement about 
achieving this objective 

2. Authors of Conference papers were 
solicited for contribution to the Journal by both 
Paul Novelly and Ray Perry. 

3. The Newsletter was considered to be the 
vehicle for publishing Industry Corporation 
Reports provided copyright is not infringed. 

4. The Journal and the Newsletter were 
regarded as being complementary and while 
acknowledging the need to record anecdotal 
information it was considered that this should 
be the province of the Newsletter not the 
Journal. 

5. Future Strategy for the Journal 
The record of published articles in the Journal 
indicates it is not used by pastoralists but is a 
scientific journal. The society is deluding itself 
if it believes the Journal can achieve the 
objectives set out in 'Guide to Contributors'. 
It is a fact of life that, for many scientists, 
publication of research results in reputable 
journals is essential for their continued 
employment and promotion. The committee 
believes that the breadth of topics the Journal 
is trying to address is to its detriment. When it 
has to compete in the market place with other 
journals it is not selected, in many cases, as 
the vehicle for publication of the scientists 
better work. The publications committee 
believe that it is time to review the scope of the 

Journal and its complementarity with the 
Newsletter. 
The preferred option, as far as the committee 
is concerned, is to narrow the scope of topics 
covered by the Journal and to elevate its 
status to that of a learned journal. A number of 
papers and articles which are currently 
published would not be accepted under the 
new format. Concurrently the Newsletter 
should be upgraded to carry an increased 
quantity of applied/management oriented 
articles. The increasing number of pastoralist 
members indicates this should be done. 
In the short term this policy may create some 
problems for the Journal since we already 
have a limited supply of contributions. 
However, in the longer term we believe an 
increased volume of high quality papers would 
be presented to the Journal. In turn, 
abstracting journals, such as Current Contents 
would certainly raise the Journal's reputation 
and hence contributions. 

COMMENTS FROM RON HACKER -
JOURNAL EDITOR 
We should encourage members and others to 
view the ARJ as a preferred venue for 
publication rather than a catch-all for those 
papers that would not be accepted elsewhere. 
Such material should go to the Newsletter. 
However,we do have to question whether a 
journal with such a policy would be viable 
given the small rangelands research 
establishment in Australia and the number of 
competing journals. 

COMMENTS FROM MALCOLM HOWES -
JOURNAL BUSINESS MANAGER 
I think we are currently in a catch 22 situation. 
If we narrow the scope of papers acceptable 
we won't have a Journal! But if we do nothing I 
agree with Ron's contention that we potentially 
discourage contributors because the Journal is 
seen as lacking "international" status. I'm sure 
Current Contents also views the Journal as 
"parochial" and not of sufficient scientific merit. 
In the short term I think the answer is to solicit 
(covertly) all potential authors, but how do we 
get the members to do the soliciting? 

COMMENTS FROM DAVID ELDRIDGE 
PUBLICATION COMMIITEE MEMBER 
I see three options for the Journal:-

1. Maintain the status quo 
2. Upgrade the Journal 
3. Drop the Journal and Newsletter in favour 

of one middle of the road publication. 



Implications of:-
1. Continued mediocre papers for the 

Journal and no likely improvement in quality or 
volume. 

2. Upgrading of the Journal would drag the 
Newsletter with it as there would be an over 
flow of articles that did not meet Journal 
standards. This could result in a similar 
publication set up to the Journal of Range 
Management and Rangelands magazine in 
the USA. 

3. This may arise out of necessity, as in the 
new J.Soil and Water Conserv. 
My personal view is that we should:-
1. Maintain the same format for papers in the 
Journal and that the Newsletter should 
continue along present lines. 
2. Restrict the content of the Journal to 
noteworthy scientific papers, thus passing 
articles, talks, book reviews etc. onto the 
Newsletter. 
3. Actively canvassing contributions from 
overseas authors on subjects relevant to the 
Australian rangeland community. 
We need to first determine who the 
publications are aimed at and the type of 
material to which each should address itself. 
Once the Committee has determined its 
position then draft standards should be set up, 
and made available to anyone in the society 
wishing to comment. 
COMMENTS FROM TONY PRESSLAND -
MEMBER OF THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. 
Journal 
Volumes 9 and 10 were light on in the science 
area. Papers were generally not of a high 
scientific standard. It seems that the Journal 
continues to be considered by Australian 
Rangeland Scientists as a medium of last 
resort for the publication of research findings. 
While containing important observations of 
change in rangelands over time and of 
practical management issues, they do not 
meet the objectives stated on the inside cover. 
There is no real interchange of ideas in the 
sense of two-way communication, nor 
authorship by other than scientists or applied 
scientists. 
Newsletter 
It is a good communication medium, in fact 
meeting most of the stated objectives of the 
Journal. 
General 
I do not believe the standard of the Journal 
has altered markedly in the 13 years of its 
existence. The problem is that we do not 
attract 'state of the art' papers from our 
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scientists who prefer to publish their highest 
quality science in other Journals - usually for 
promotional reasons. 
I think we have to pursue top scientists to write 
top papers. Perhaps we should invite papers 
from particular people on particular topics, ask 
for critical examinations of particular aspects 
of the science, or we may even have to reject 
some of these invited papers if they are not up 
to scratch. We have to make scientists want to 
publish in our Journal. 
Initially the quantity of papers is of no great 
concern; it will pick up. But, we have to 
recognize that only by demonstrating that we 
want top quality articles, will we get them. 
What about upgrading the Newsletter into a 
second 'communication journal' or 
magazine? Then many articles presently in the 
Journal could be directed to the 'popular 
reader' journal and we could actively pursue 
top quality papers for a revitalised Journal. 
Changes are needed, but we have to cater for 
both our authorship and readers. A new 
direction is in order so let's take the thing by 
the horns and get into it. 

COMMENTS FROM GEORGE GARDINER -
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
I believe the Newsletter should be aimed at 
providing the necessary communication link 
between growers, scientists, conservationists, 
park management, administrators, and any 
other interested people. It should provide a 
forum for the discussion of issues and the 
expression of opinions. 
I would not want to see the Newsletter become 
a mini Journal taking only the cast off material 
from a harder and more resolute editorial 
policy for the Journal. It should serve a 
different function within the society which it 
could not do if it were moulded to take only 
article type contributions. 
That the newsletter does not attract great 
support from members is perhaps a reflection 
that it does not meet the ideals I would like to 
believe it COUld. I do not believe many 
members identify closely with the society, nor 
do they see its publications as a medium for 
expressing their ideas, thoughts or opinions. In 
particular the more experienced and wise of 
our scientific members shun our publications 
as not being prestigious enough. Perhaps we 
cannot expect any improvement in our 
publications with such leadership. 

D 
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JOURNAL BUSINESS MANAGERS 
REPORT TO PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE MARCH 291989 

1. Volume 10(2) of the Journal was 
distributed in early March - two months behind 
schedule. It was ready to go to press in 
December but a series of problems with the 
printer delayed production. I will do all in my 
power to ensure that future issues meet the 
deadline of June/July and December/January. 
Reading between the lines of "Current 
Contents" responses to our requests for 
inclusion, they put some weight on regularity of 
publication. 

The shortage of contributions to the Journal 
creates major problems for me, as we are 
often waiting until the "eleventh hour" to have 
sufficient material to produce a volume. Many 
years ago council directed that we publish 
regardless of size. I think that this has to be 
tempered with some common sense since an 
issue with only two or three papers would look 
ridiculous and potentially be counter 
productive as we would be advertising our 
inability to attract contributions. 

2. Volume 10(1) and 10(2) Production costs 
were: 

Volume 10(1) $ 
Typesetting .................................... 330.00 
Printing ........................................... 460.00 
Artwork ............................................. 80.00 
Postage .......................................... 687.75 
Covers ......................................... 1075.00 
Packaging ........................................ 90.00 
Total ............................................. 2722.75 
less reprint sales ........................... 180.00 
Net Cost.. ..................................... 2642.75 

Volume 10(2) 
Typsetting ..................................... 180.00 
Paper ............................................. 230.00 
Printing ........................................... 390.00 
Postage .......................................... 697.00 
Covers ......................................... 1075.00 
Packaging ........................................ 90.00 
Total ............................................. 2662.30 
less reprint sales ........................... 390.00 
Net Cost.. ..................................... 2272.30 

(Note: paper cost borne by Department of 
Agriculture by default for Vol 1 0(1)) 
We could make some savings by printing 2000 + 
covers (minus volume number )at one time rather 
than sufficient for the single volume as we do at 
present. This would require an advance of $1500 or 
so from Council. 

K.M.W.Howes. 

MORE EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT 
The new Council of the ARS met for the first 
time on the 16.06.89. It was a unanimous 
decision that a clerical position be created to 
assist in the day to day chores pertaining to 
the running of the Society. Consequently, a 
person will be employed on a contract basis 
and paid at an hourly rate to collect and open 
mail, answer basic enquiries, and redistribute 
incoming mail to the appropriate Council 
Member. It has also been decided that a 
second-hand filing cabinet be purchased to 
house official ARS business. 

The incoming Subscriptions Secretary has 
kindly offered to reformat the ARS data base 
onto dBase III plus so that future Councils will 
be able to maintain the data base on a PC 
computer. You will notice also that one 
mailing address is to be used for all ARS 
correspondence as three members of the 
Council are conveniently located close to the 
one Post Office. 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
Secretary: 
Dennis Barber, P.O. Box 262 
Eastwood SA 5063 
Ph. (08) 2265762 Fax (08) 2234338 
Subs Secretary 
Melissa Gibbs, P.O. Box 262 
Eastwood SA 5063 
Ph. (08) 2285717 
Treasurer: 
Michael McBride, P.O. Box 262 
Eastwood, SA 5063 

THE AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND SOCIETY 
71ST COUNCIL MEETING 

NEW MEMBERS 

Duncan Grant 
"Penourong" RS.D. 
1-320 DERRINAllUM 
VIC. 3325 
Graeme N. Greenwood, 
38 Harriet St, WEST 
CROYDON 5008 

Timothy McKeon, 
"Mallara", via 
WENTWORTH 2648 

Ian C.Ferguson, North 
Moolooloo Stn, 
via COPEl Y 5732 

Guy Fitzhardinge, 
c/- Thring Pastoral Co., 
"Pennyroyal", 
MANDURAMA 2792 

Richard K. Bath, 
P.O. Box 7, 

BURONGA 2648 
Athol Economou, 

136 Wellington St., 
KEW 3101 

Dean F. Rasheed, 
Arkaba Station, 

via HAWKER 5434 

Dave T. Liddle, 
P.O. Box 1170, 

TENNANT CREEk 0861 

Angus R Maclaurin, P.O. 
Box A43, AVONDALE 

ZIMBABWE 

Steven R Petty, 
Dept. of Agric., 

KUNUNURRA 6743 
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The Subscription Secretary and Treasurer would ask all members who are 
encouraging people to join the Society to ensure that they use up to date 
membership application forms. 

PLEASE PRINT 

Melissa Gibbs 
Subscription Secretary ARS 
P.O. Box 262 
Eastwood SA 5063. 

l/We/Dr.lMr/Ms ________________________________________________ . 
(Given Names) (Family Name) 

of (Give full address.) ___________________________________________ _ 

_______________________________________ Po~code _____________ . 

apply for membership of the Australian Rangeland Society and agree to be bound by 
the Regulations of the Society as stated in the Memorandum and Articles of Association 
in existence from time to time. 

I enclose $Aust.. ............. for full/partial membership as my subscription for the 1989 
calendar year. 

Signature ................................................. . 

Date ........................... . 

Australia Overseas 
New Members Current Members 

$A $A $A 
Private persons and family companies 
Full membership 
(Journal plus Newsletter) 
Partial membership 
(Newsletter only but full voting rights etc). 
Public companies, Institutions etc 
Full Membership 
Partial Membership 

25 

15 

55 
15 

Date of approval by Council.. .......................... . 

Councillor's Signatures ................................... . 

Entered in Register of Members - Date 

30 

15 

55 
15 

Membership No. 

35 

20 

60 
20 
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MEET THE NEW COUNCIL (for 1989-91) 
PRESIDENT Dr Martin Andrew Roseworthy 

Agricultural College, South Australia Phone 
(085)248111 

VICE PRESIDENT Andrew Johnson 
Department of Agriculture, South Australia. 

VICE PRESIDENT Dr Charles Carter, Alice 
Springs. 

HON. SECRETARY Dennis Barber Box 262 
Eastwood, S.A. 5063 Phone (08)2265762 

HON. TREASURER Michael McBride Box 262 
Eastwood, S.A. 5063 Phone (08)512161 

SUBSCRIPTION SECRETARY Melissa Gibbs 
Box 262 Eastwood, S.A. 5063 Phone 
(08)2285717 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT Denzil Mills 
Gore, Queensland. Phone (076)674128 

Many others are involved in running the 
business of the Society or edit and produce 
your two publications. Without the often 
unrecognised contributions of these members 
the Society could not function. 

BUSINESS 
The Society is a company limited by guarantee 
under the W.A. Companies Act 1961. Mr David 
Wilcox is the registered company secretary 
and he resides at the registered company 
office at - 54 Broome St, Cottesloe W.A. 
6011. Phone (09)3841464. 

PAST OFFICE BEARERS 
Past office bearers provide the continuity 
necessary to the smooth running of the society 
by providing help if and when required. Their 
contributions are particularly important during 
the period of handover from one council to 
another. 

Past Hon Secretary John Merrit, Goondiwindi, 
Queensland. Phone (076)754123 

Past Subs Secretary Dr Richard Silcock, 
Toowoomba,Queensland. Phone (076)314200 

Past Hon Treasurer Frances Lambert, 
Gayndah, Queensland Phone (071 )611602 

PUBLICATIONS 
The publications committee oversees the 
publication of both the Journal and the 
Newsletter. They are responsible for setting 
the editorial policy for each and for providing 
support and direction for the editors and their 
associates. 

Chairperson: Dr Margaret Friedel, Alice 
Springs, N.T. Phone (089)524255 

Members: 
David Eldridge, Chatswood N.S.W. Phone 
(02 )4135555 

Dr Tony Pressland, Brisbane,Qld. 
Phone (07)2274111 
Dr Martin Andrew, Roseworthy, S.A. 
Phone (085)248111 

Dr George Gardiner, Editor Range 
Management Newsletter, Kununurra, W.A. 
Phone (091 )681166 

Dr Ron Hacker, Editor Australian Rangeland 
Journal. South Perth W.A. Phone (09)3683705 

Mr Malcolm Howes, Business Manager, 
Australian Rangeland Journal. South Perth, 
W.A. Phone (09)3683224 

AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND JOURNAL 
Editor: 
Dr Ron Hacker Department of Agriculture, 
Baron-Hay Ct, South Perth, W.A. 6151. Phone 
(09)3683705 Fax (09)3681205 

Business Manager: 
Mr Malcolm Howes Department of Agriculture, 
Baron-Hay Ct, South Perth, W.A. 6151. 
Phone (09)3683224 Fax (09)3681205 

Associate Editors : 
Dr Wal Whalley, Armidale, N.S.W. 

Dr Geoff Pickup, Alice Springs, N.T. 

Dr John Holmes, St Lucia, Qld. 

Mr Peter Curry, South Perth, W.A. 
Dr Alan Wilson, Canberra, ACT. 

Mr Steven Morton, Alice Springs, N.T. 

Dr Ian Beale, Charleville, Qld. 

RANGE MANAGEMENT NEWSLETTER 
Editor : Dr George Gardiner, Department of 
Agriculture, Kununurra, W.A. 6743. Phone 
(091)681166 Fax (091)681632 

OVERSEAS CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND 
Trustees Dr Ray Perry and Mr David Wilcox 

6th BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
Convener Mr Alec Holm, Gascoyne Research 
Station, P.O.Box 522, Carnarvon W.A. 6701. 
Phone (099)418103 Fax (099)418334 



PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
I am honoured to have been elected 
President of the Australian Rangelands 
Society. 

It is a SOciety dear to my heart. I have 
been a member of it since its inception, 
having attended the first meetings which 
were held in Deniliquin and Canberra, and 
I have attended all of the biennial 
conferences. 

Being President is also a great challenge, 
to maintain the good works that have been 
carried on by previous Presidents and 
Executives. The Executive has now 
moved to be based in South Australia, and 
the new team (myself, Andrew Johnson 
(Vice President), Dennis Barber 
(Secretary), Michael McBride (Treasurer), 
Melissa Gibbs (Subscription Secretary), 
backed up Charlie Carter of Alice Springs 
(Vice President), and Denzil Mills 
(Immediate Past President) looks forward 
to rising to these challenges. 

For those of you who do not know me, my 
background is in the research and 
education fields. I completed both my 
undergraduate training and my Ph.D at the 
University of Adelaide under Dr Bob 
Lange, where I studied the ecology of 
grazing sheep in chenopod shrublands. 
Then I moved to Darwin for ten years, 
where I worked as a research scientist 
with CSIRO's Division of Tropical Crops 
and Pasture, studying tropical range 
management and ecology in the savannas 
of north-west Australia. 

Last year I took up my present position as 
Associate Director at Roseworthy 
Agricultural College. I am responsible for 
the College's academic and research 
programmes, as well as being the deputy 
Director. 

I have been fortunate to travel through 
most of Australia's rangelands during my 
career, as well as seeing some of the 
rangelands of the United States, East and 
West Africa, and India. 

Recently I was fortunate to revisit the 
rangelands of South Australia, when I 
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accompanied the South Australian 
Legislative Council's Select Committee of 
Enquiry into the Pastoral Lands Bill as an 
"independent expert" during its public 
hearings at centres throughout the north of 
the state. 

We plan to have profiles of other members 
of the Executive in future issues of the 
Newsletter. 

It is indeed an exciting time for the 
Rangelands Society. 1990 is the year of 
soil conservation, and the 1990s are to be 
the decade of soil conservation. Just 
recently, the Federal Govermnef1t 
announced the formation of the Natural I 

Resources Management Research and I 
Development Corporatiotl, to act as ~ 
focus for research funding in natural , 
resources managemeflt. These themes 
are central to range management. 

There will shortly begin a national review • 
of the teaching of agriculture and related. 
disciplines in higher education, and" 
institutions occurring at present (involvtng 
Roseworthy as well). There is in this, the j 

potential to create one or more centres fCfr 
teaching of rangeland management withtn 
the Australian higher education system. , 

Rangeland management is very much 
concerned with multiple land use. In this 
respect, I see it as one of the challenges 
of the Society to broaden its base to 
include not only our traditional pastoral 
concerns, but also other uses of 
rangelands, including tourism, mining and 
national parks. Interestingly Bill Laycock, 
the outgoing president of the Society for 
Range Management based in the USA, 
made the same observation regarding the 
SRM (J. Range Manage. 42(2), March 
1989, p.91). 

I see this issue as part of the continuing 
evolution of the SOciety. When it first 
began, the Society was dominated by 
scientists and departmental officers. There 
has been a steady increase in the 
participation of pastoralists, which is 
especially evident in the proceedings of 
the biennial conferences. These are now 
dominated much less by technical 
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Scientific papers and much more by 
management based papers, involving 
pastoralists as authors, which 
demonstrate economic and ecological 
implications of conservative land use. 

In this respect, it is pleasing to see Dr 
Charlie Carter taking up one of the Vice 
President's positions. Charlie is adviser on 
pastoral land management on Aboriginal 
lands with the Central Land Council in 
Alice Springs. 

Your Executive is open to suggestions for 
policies and actions during the next two 
years. Our initial concerns have been to 
get the wheels of the Executive moving. 
To this extent, we are making 
arragements to contract out assistance 
with routine paper work, to ensure a more 
timely and professional response to you, 
our members, and the public at large. This 
was foreshadowed by the previous 
Executive, and it is clear already that the 
demands of the job, coupled with the 
demands each of us has through our work 
commitments, make this arrangement a 
necessity. 

I would like to thank the previous 
Executive for the good work they have 
done, particularly for so carefully 
documenting Society procedures, and 
laying the excellent groundwork for a 
smooth transfer. Well done! 
Martin Andrew D 

BIOGRAPHICAL: 
Dennis R. Barber 

Dennis Barber: Went to school in 
Toowoomba Old. before completing a 
Certificate in Agriculture at the Old Ag. 
College in 1970. Spent several years 
working on various properties in NSW and 
OLD. Worked as a survey technician and 
draftsman before completing Bachelor of 
Arts (Geography) in 1980. An interest in 
Remote Sensing led to a Masters in 
Applied Science (Remote Sensing) at the 
Univ. of NSW. Since 1984 Dennis has 
been employed by the SA Dept. of Lands 
as a Scientific Officer with the Rangeland 
Assessment Unit. His main interests are 
outdoor activities and travel, having visited 
some 22 countries. 

6TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
CARNARVON 

The conference committee in Carnarvon 
are steaming ahead with plans for the 
conference on September 4-6 1990. 

Topics for the Main Sessions 

1. Traditional livestock industries and the 
influence of water supply 

2. Emerging livestock industries 

3. Other land uses 

4. Conservative rangeland management 

a. vegetation 
b. soils 

5. Range rehabilitation 

Keynote speakers will be invited to 
address each topic with specific emphasis 
on practical land management. Posters 
and papers on these topics will be invited 
in our next notice which is to go out in 
September (Precis and registration will be 
due on December 15th). 

The conference programme will include 
days 1 and 3 with formal sessions, day 2 
will consist of morning poster 
presentations and afield tour culminating 
with an evening barbecue. Evening events 
will include welcoming drinks, an AGM of 
the society, a woolshed BBO and a grand 
finale dinner with entertainment. 

Sponsorship is being sought to fund the 
conference, particularly to help defray the 
costs of the invited speakers. 

Pre and post conference tours are being 
planned. Further information on these will 
be included with the registration notice. 
Final details of these will depend on your 
eager and early response. 

Edwina Faithfull 
For Organising Committee. 
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FIFTH AUSTRALIAN SOIL CONSERVATION 
CONFERENCE 

The Fifth Australian Soil Conservation 
Conference is shaping up to be a watershed in 
the Nation's efforts to achieve soil 
conservation. This has been brought about by 
a co-incidence of Government activity and 
Conference organisation. 
The Conference is structured to address and 
plan for the resolution of constraints to 
achieving soil conservation into the 1990's and 
beyond. 
Its theme is "Land Degradation- Its Solutions 
and the Communities Role". 
The first part of the Conference is to be ten 
concurrent Specialist Workshops. These are to 
be held at a number of venues throughout 
Western Australia from September 9 - 13 
1989. They have attracted eminent Chairmen. 
Each will involve field trips and seminar 
sessions. 

Details are as follows: 
RANGE MONITORING: 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Venue Leonora 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Dr Brian Roberts Darling Downs Institute of 
Advanced Education, Queensland. 
Convenors - Ron Hacker and Peter Curry, Department of 
Agriculture, Western Australia. 

GROUP EXTENSION - SUCCESSES AND FAILURES: 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Venues - Narrogin and Jerramungup 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Dr Barrie Bardsley, Victorian College of 
Agriculture and Horticulture. 
Convenor - John Riches, Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia. 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS AND EDUCATION: 
September 11 to 13 1989 
Venues Perth Zoo, Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre 
Ministry of Education Perth 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - To be advised 
Convenor - Kevin Goss Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia. 

LAND CAPABILITY ASSESSMENT: 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Venue - The Parmelia Hilton International (Monday) and 
Bunbury (Tuesday and Wednesday). 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman Dr Michael Lumb, Ministry of Planning, Victoria 
Convenor - Jim Dixon, Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND REMOTE SENSING: 
September 11 to 13 1989 
Venue - Department of Agriculture Theatrette, South 
Perth 
Registration fee - $100 

Chairman - Mr Keith McCloy, Department of Agriculture, 
New South Wales 
Convenors - Greg Beeston and Greg Mlodawski, 
Department of Agriculture, Western Australia. 

EROSION/PRODUCTIVITY AND EROSION 
PREDICTION: 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Venue - Albany 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Professor Calvin Rose, Griffith University, 
Queensland. 
Convenors - Don McFarlane and Dan Carter Department 
of Agriculture, Western Australia. 

STABLE CROPPING SYSTEMS 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Venue - Geraldton 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Dr Albert Rovira, CSIRO, Adelaide 
Convenors - Martin Howell and Craig Henderson 
Department of Agriculture, Western Australia. 

DRYLAND SALINITY MANAGEMENT 
September 11 to 13 1989 
Venue - Katanning 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Dr Bob Nulsen 
Convenors - Ed Barrett-Lennard, Richard George, Fay 
Lewis, Department of Agriculture, Western Australia 

RETENTION AND REPLACEMENT OF VEGETATION 
September 11 to 13, 1989. 
Venue - Dwellingup. 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Mr. Michael Tooth, New South Wales 
Farmers' Federation. 
Convenors - John Bartle and Paul Brown, Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, Como, Western 
Australia. 

INTEGRATED CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Venue - Mandurah 
Registration fee - $100 
Chairman - Mr Noel Fitzpatrick Murray Darling Basin 
Commission Canberra. 
Convenor - Ross George, Department of Agriculture 
Western Australia. 
The second part of the Conference is to be a 
plenary session on September 14 and 15 
1989 at the Parmelia Hilton Hotel in Perth. The 
first day of the Central Conference will be 
taken up with Workshop Chairmen 
summarisIng the proceedings of each 
workshop and presenting resolutions for action 
to overcome constraints to adoption of soil 
conservation measures. 
The morning of the final day will comprise 
presentations by 
- Senator Peter Cook on the "Decade of Soil 
Conservation"; 
- Institutional perspective of the nations soil 
conservation needs by 
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- Mr John Allwright, National Farmers 
Federation 

- Mr Phillip Toyne, Australian Conservation 
Foundation 

- Prof John Burton, Soil and Water 
Conservation Association 

- Mr John Bradsen, Law School, Adelaide 
University 
The final session on Friday afternoon will be a 
televised panel discussion on land 
degradation focussing on the dilemma of 
finding sustainable land use systems that 
maintain a suitable standard of living and 
employment for the nation. It is hoped this will 
be a Geoffrey Robertson Hypothetical. 

REGISTRATION FORM 
FIFTH AUSTRALIAN SOIL CONSERVATION 

CONFERENCE 
SPECIALIST WORKSHOP AND CENTRAL 

CONFERENCE 
ATTENDANCE 
I wish to register for *Specialist Workshop, 
September 10 to 13 1989 
Nominate Workshop(s) (in preference, if needed) 

1. ______________________________ ___ 

2. ______________________________ ___ 

3. ______________________________ ___ 

Total Attendance 

Occasional Attendance 
(specify dates) _____________ _ 

'Central Conference, Perth, September 14 to 15 1989 

Total Attendance 

Occasional Attendance 
(specify dates) _____________ _ 

Personal Details 
Title (ProflDr/Mr 
Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

(Specify Full time student 
status if applicable) 

Family names ______________________ _ 

Other name(s) ______________________ _ 

Organization ______________ _ 

Address for correspondence ______ _ 

_____________________ Postcode ___ _ 

Telephone (Business) _______________ _ 

(Private) _________________ _ 

ATTENDANCE 
The conference and workshops are open to all 
sectors of the community. Representation at 
the conference by land users community 
groups, private enterprise, tertiary institutions 
and government agency staff is essential if 
real constraints are to be identified and 
appropriate resolutions formulated. 
REGISTRATION 
Registration can be effected by completing the 
form accompanying this item. 
Registration forms should be lodged and fees 
paid by June 30 1989. A late registration 
surcharge fee of $30.00 applies after this date. 

D 

ACCOMMODATION BOOKINGS 
I require accommodation in Perth on 

September 9 

September 13 

September 14 

September 15 
I require accommodation at (specify) 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ specialist Workshop '--__ ----J 

I require more information on 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ specialist Workshop 

I wish to be accommodated in Perth at 
* Central Conference venue, Parmelia Hilton Hotel 

Single/double (@$95 per night) I 
Twin share (@$47.50 per head per night) I 
Triple share (@ $40 per head per night) 

OR 

* I will arrange my own accommodation 
Social functions (occasional attendees only need to 
specify) 
I wish to attend 

* Central Conference Cocktail Party 

* Central Conference Dinner 

CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP FEES 
*Workshop fees 

Total Attendance $100 
Occasional attendance (per day) $50 

*Central Conference 
Total attendance 
Occasional attendance (per day) 

*Central Conference Cocktail Party 
*Central Conference Dinner 

Total registration owing 

$160 
$50 
$20 
$40 

*To be paid only if occasional attendance at the 
Central Conference is requested. 
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IVth INTERNATIONAL RANGELAND CONGRESS 
(IVth IRC) 22-26 APRIL 1991 MONTPELLIER (FRANCE) 

First circular April 1989 

The IVth INTERNATIONAL RANGELAND high quality/price ratios of the products. 
CONGRESS (IVth IRC) will convene at the 4) Native forage species: structure and 
"Corum", the Congress Center of Montpellier dynamics of populations genetic resources, 
(France) under the aegis of AFP (French agronomic potential of wild species ecotypic 
Association for Range Management) and of adaptation, tolerance to adverse factors 
AGROPOLIS (International Centre for herbivory plant/animal relationship, palatability, 
Research and Higher Education in preference, digestibiity, feed value, diets, 
Mediterranean and Tropical Agriculture). coevolution of plant and herbivore 
The official languages of the congress will be communities. 
French and English; permanent simultaneous 5) Fodder shrubs and Trees: structure and 
translation will be available, including during demography of communities, relationship to 
the field trips. herbaceous layer, measuring browse 
The congress will include 4 days of productivity and availability, feed value, role in 
presentations and discussions on 22,23,25 stabilizing forage resources, role in soil and 
and 26 April and a one day field trip on water conservation, wildlife preservation and 
Wednesday 24 April. game management role in rehabilitation of 
The Scientific Committee wishes to emphasize disturbed or deserted areas, economic 
issues related to the Mediterranean isoclimatic feasibility of shrub planting. 
zone; but naturally other subject matters will C)ANIMAL RESOURCES 
be addressed as proposed by participants. In 6) Livestock: herd management problems of 
particular, general issues of methodologies animal husbandry in difficult environmments, 
and management techniques, problems competition and complimentarity between 
pertaining to other ecoclimatic zones species, breed adaptation and selection, 
(inter-tropical, temperate, montane, assessment of economic performance in non 
continental, boreal, etc) are envisaged. commercial husbandry environments, 
Theme 12 to 15 will be organised within the stratification of the livestock industry, 
IVth IRe by the 7th International Encounters of destocking and marketing price policies. 
AGROPOLIS. 7) Wildlife and game: planning and 

The Scientific Committee has selected 15 
major themes for symposia, grouped into 7 
sections as follows: 

A} FUNDAMENTAL ASPECTS OF RANGE 
SCIENCE 
1) Plant communities and ecosystems: 
structure and dynamics of plant communities, 
manipulation of range vegetation for optimized 
sustained productivity, variability, stability, 
progression, regression, desertization, 
response to biotic and abiotic disturbance 
(erosion). 
2) Ecophysiology and ecosystem function
ing: plant/water/climate and plant/nutrients/ 
soil relationships, germination, establishment, 
resource allocation, turnovers and geobiogene 
elements cycling, soil flora and fauna 
decomposers. 

B) RANGE RESOURCES 
3) Inventory mapping and monitoring, 
remote sensing, development planning: 
with emphasis on integrated methodologies, 
scale transfer, cost efficient methods allowing 

management of game production, competition 
and complementarity between species and 
between game and livestock, population 
dynamics and harvesting potentials, genetic 
improvement and breeding husbandry and 
cropping, productivity assessment, predation. 

D)PRODUCTION SYSTEMS 
8) Extensive production systems: 
nomadism, transhumance, ranching, pastoral 
systems agro-pastoral systems sylvo-pastoral 
systems, functioning of these systems and 
constraints to their development or 
improvement, geography and ecology of 
lanscapes having pastoral components, the 
role of grazing in landscape ecology. 
9)Multipurpose use of rangelands: farmland 
abandonment, shifting from farming to 
ranching and conversion of farming into low 
input extensive multipurpose systems 
including hunting, tourism,sport and other 
recreational activities. 
10) Technical improvemenmt of 
rangelands: evaluation of and adjusting to 
carrying capacity, deffered, rest and rotation 
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grazing systems, fencing, reseeding, fertilizing, 
weeding, brush control, hydrology and water 
development; soil and water conservation. 

E)FIRE ECOLOGY 
11 )Place and role of fire in range 
management: role of wild fires in vegetation 
dynamics and landscape diversity, role of 
livestock and wildlife in fire prevention, role of 
prescribed burning in range management and 
fire prevention, firebreaks. 
F) LEGAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS OF RANGE MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
12)Socio-econorhical aspects: complemen
tary and conflicting uses of rangelands and 
farmlands, users rights, administration and 
organization of rangelands, range 
associations, marketing facilities and outlets, 
relationship between producers and traders, 
production incentives, credit facilities, 
stratification of livestock industries. 
13)Legal aspects: Land tenure and 
ownership, users rights, ownership of other 
resources and control of means of production, 
land tenure as a bottle neck to range 
develpment. 
14) Range development policies: range 
legislation, organization and administration of 
range territories. 

G) EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
15) North - South relationship: integrated vs 
sectoral approaches in range education and 
training, soft vs hard and appropriate vs 
sophisticated technologies, extension policies, 
training the trainers. 

The issues relating to computerization and 
modellling will be allowed within each scientific 
subject matter. 

INFORMATION 
Posters, video clips, slide tape shows and 
software programs related to range 
management will be shown outside the 
conventional sessions. 
Authors who so wish will have a description of 
their poster published on the congress 
proceedings. 
A description of the video clips, slide tape 
shows and software programs will also be 
given in the proceedings if the secretariat is 
provided with these descriptions in sufficient 
time. 
A PRODUCERS'S FORUM will be organized 
to discuss the practical problems of range 
management in Europe and in the 
Mediterranean Basin. 
Equipment, products, services, documenta-

tion, etc. will be available on display during the 
IVth IRC. 

FIELD TRIPS 
Participants will have the opportunity to select 
one of the three fields trips offered on 
Wednesday 24th April 1991. 
Field trip No.1 will take the participants to the 
Camargue, the Rhone River delta, 100Km 
East of Montpellier, to visit halophytic 
rangelands, a wildlife sanctuary with many 
resident and migratory birds and bull game 
husbandry operations. A bull game and 
"gardian"parade will be performed, followed by 
a traditional barbecue party. 
Field trip No.2 will visit the Larzac Plateau, 
some 100Km north of Montpellier, home of 
local sheep industry and of "Roquefort" 
cheese. Particicpants will be able to visit and 
integrated operation from grass roots range 
management and sheep husbandry to the 
marketing of a world famous lUXUry cheese. A 
traditional banquet with local products and 
home provincial cooking will be served at the 
end of the day. 
Field trip NO.3 will take the participants to the 
woodlands and shrublands of Languedoc 
"Garrigues" to see the relationship between 
fire and range management, in particular the 
role of fire in the management of 
Mediterranean rangelands and shrublands; 
this ·field trip too will end with a traditional 
banquet of local food and drinks. 
Cultural activities and touristic visits will take 
place thoughout the congress, except on 24 
April, for the enjoyment of the participants and 
their families. 

REGISTRATION FEES 
The registration fee will be 2500F ( $US 400 
approx.) this will give access to the various 
facilities provided by the congress including 
one of the three mid congress field trips; a set 
of brochures containing the abstracts of the 
papers, the detailed time table of the program 
and of the various events will be available at 
the registration desk: the full proceedings will 
be mailed to participate by December 1989. 

The organizing Committee will endeavour to 
obtain discount air fares to fully registered 
participants. 

o 
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Ivth INTERNATIONAL RANGELAND CONGRESS 
Montpellier, France, 22 - 26 April 1991 

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 
please return before 
November 30th, 1989 

Doctor 0 Student 0 

Ste INTERNATIONALE DE CONGRES ET SERVICES 
10, rue Charles-Amans - 34000 MONTPELLlER, 

France Ph (33) 6758 59 03 Fax (33) 67 58 31 60 

Title: Professor 0 
MrsD MissD M.O Name _____________ ________ First Name ______________ _ 

Organization _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Position _________________________ _ 
A~ffi~ __________________________________________________ ______ _ 

Postal code _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City ______________________ , Country _______________ _ 

Phone ________ _ . Telex ____ __ ____ _ Fax ___________ _ 

o I intend to participate in the congress. I have noticed that the registration fees sum up to: 
*2500FF for participants registered before October 31 st 1990 
*3000FF for participants registered after October 31 st 1990 
*3500FF for participants registered after January 31 st 1991 
*1500FF per accompanying person 
*500FF for students (maximun age: 25 years old). 

SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS in this case, please fill out form No.2 o I wish to present: 
a paper 
a poster 
a video clip 
a slide tape show 
a software program 

FIELD TRIPS 

o Theme No ................................................ . 
o Theme No ................................................ . 
D Theme No, ................................................ . 
o Theme No ................................................ . 
D Theme No ................................................ . 

I wish to visit: D the Cargue (wildlife, bull game husbandry and parade) 
o the Larzac Plateau (sheep and "Roquefort cheese industries) o the Languedoc "Garrigues" (the role of fire in the management of the Mediterranean 

rangelands and shrublands) 

PRE OR POST CONGRESS EXCURSIONS 
(approximately 800FF per day and per person, including inland transportation, accommodation and meals). 

o I plan to take part in one of the following trips. I will be accompanied by Person(s). 

Pre -congress excursion Post-congress excursions 
o Italy (10 days) o Provence Alps (5 days) 
o Portugal Spain (10 days) o Pyrenees (5 days) 
o Morocco (10 days) o Languedoc Massif Central (5 days) 
o Senegal (10 days) 
o Tunisia (10 days) 

ACCOMPANYING PERSONS 
D I will be accompanied by ............... person(s) interested in a tourist program during the congress. 

ACCOMODATION o Prices quoted are only indicative and may vary slightly. They include room and breakfast. 

I will be interested in a room reservation: 

Single rooms 
0**** 520F 
o ***NN 455F 
0*** 345F 
o **NN 290F 

Double or Twin rooms 
o **** 595F 
o ***NN 530F o *** 420F 
D **NN 355F 




