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FROM THE EDITOR

Gary Bastin, CSIRO, PO Box 2111, Alice Springs NT 0871

It has been quite a few months since the last Newsletter and
in that time, I have received many contributions for this
issue. To me, this issue is characterised by reflections (on the
Katherine conference) and visions (for the future of our
rangelands and our Society).

I have included the transcript of Bill Burrows’ closing
remarks at the Katherine conference because, amongst his
commentary, Bill offers some particularly pertinent remarks
on where the Australian Rangeland Society has come from
and where it may be heading. Don Burnside and Bob
Symonds echo these sentiments in a sense as they also ponder
the role that this Society should take in framing the future of
our rangelands. Continuing in this vein, Federal Council is
pushing on with its goal of having the Society develop a
*“vision” and strategic goals for the rangelands. Alec Holm
provides an update in his “President’s Notes™ and I join with
him in urging all members of the Society to contribute to this
process.

From the perspective of the pastoral industry, Wim Burggraaf
and Peter Day offer separate, but complementary, statements
on how they see the rangelands being managed in the future.
Wim was a keynote speaker at the Katherine conference and
I have reprinted his complete address here partly for the
benefit of those members unable to attend the conference,
but more particularly, because I consider what he had to say
as being a significant statement in the future management of
our rangelands.

At the last meeting of the Publications Committee, I outlined
where I saw the Range Management Newsletter fitting in the
spectrum of rangeland publications. While one of its
undoubted roles is as a medium for the reporting of
demonstration trials and small-scale research projects such
as that described by Rob Scriven ef al. in the next article, I
see limited opportunity for the Newsletter as a rangeland
extension magazine. Most state agencies have publications
for this purpose (e.g. the WA Pastoral Memos) and it is not
appropriate that this Newsletter compete with those
publications. Instead, I would like to see the RMN put a more
personal face on the rangelands by exposing “human interest”
stories across the wide range of interests and activities in the
rangelands. I have attempted to do this with some of the
articles I have contributed to (e.g. “The Olive Pink Flora
Reserve” in RMN 94/1 and “Frontier Kings Canyon” - RMN
92/3). 1 welcome any contributions relevant to rangeland
activities and particularly those with personal impact. I also
welcome comment on what role you think the Newsletter
should provide.

Enjoy the Newsletter. There should be some remark
somewhere that prompts you to want to put pen to paper and
send off a reply. Failing that, please seriously consider
contributing to the development of ARS policy - either via
your State Branch or by contacting one of the Policy Group
members. Please also take a moment to complete the
questionnaire included with this Newsletter.

My deadline for the next issue (RMN 95/1) is mid February
so please send your contributions in.

THE ROLE OF OLDMAN
SALTBUSH PLANTATIONS
IN THE WESTERN RIVERINA
RANGELANDS

Bill Schumann, Livestock Officer, NSW Agriculture,
PO Box 393, Hay NSW 2711

Rob Scriven, District Soil Conservationist, CaLM,
PO Box 182, Hay NSW 2711

Bob McFarland, “Oxley” Station, via Hay NSW 2711

Introduction

Oldman saltbush (Atriplex nummularia) has received much
publicity in recent years through its potential to reclaim
degraded lands, particularly saline lands (Condon et al.
1994). The attractionis linked to claims of lowered watertables
and improved animal production from previously
unproductive sites.

Although oldman saltbush is generally regarded as not being
readily eaten by stock, it is recognised as having a distinct
role at times of feed shortage. Crude protein levels of around
20% are reported extensively in the literature (Meadly 1947,
Weston et al. 1970, Leigh 1972), but a major advantage is
that such levels are maintained all year round. The real
protein value, however, may be appreciably lower than the
relatively high levels of digestible crude protein suggest
(Weston et al. 1970).

In addition, oldman saltbush has been recommended as an
introduced species for non-degraded sites. The
recommendations have been to establish it in plantations at
densities of 2,600 plants/ha. These plantations are claimed
to raise whole-farm productivity. This is usually achieved
through the filling of some specific short-term role in the
production system.

There is a need to evaluate the role of oldman saltbush
plantations in various farming systems. This evaluation
should be in the context of how oldman saltbush plantations
can contribute to the stated aims of a production system
(Wilson 1994). What then is the possible role of oldman
saltbush plantations in the contextof sheep grazing enterprises
in the western Riverina?

The management and production objectives for oldman

saltbush plantations in the western Riverina could include:

- increasing wool production over the summer/autumn
period

- adrought reserve

- reclaiming areas of scald or poor productivity

- reduced grazing pressure on other paddocks during critical
periods (e.g. after the autumn break)

- reducing off-shears losses (i.e. as a shelter belt)

- reducing vegetable matter in the wool clip

- reducing mortality or body weight loss of weaners due to
grass seed problems.

Range Management Newsletter November, 1994 Page 1














































































