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Transition to Transformation 
 
Dr Mark Stafford Smith 
 
Chief Coordinating Scientist – Adaptation, CSIRO, Canberra, ACT 2600 
 
‘Transformation’ is a powerful and even frightening term.  Yet we live in a world full of 
pressures for change.  Rangelands globally, and in Australia, have been homes to long-lived 
stable cultures, at the same time as experiencing major past changes, so these can be 
reconciled.  Today, rangelands in lower income countries tend to be facing challenges from 
increasing populations, climate change and conflict.  By contrast, in high income countries 
like Australia, the mirror tends to be decreasing populations, climate change and political 
disinterest.  Both are underpinned by failures of governance, usually due to limited 
understanding in those governing from afar.    
 
Our conceptualisation of change has also evolved in recent decades – once it asked how to 
return to some supposed past stable state; then it evolved to asking how change to some 
new, but stable, state; now at least we are starting to embrace is issues that arise when you 
start to accept the reality of on-going change. 
 
In this, narratives – the stories we tell ourselves, implicitly or explicitly, about our lives and 
our opportunities – are deeply important.  What is the positive narrative of the Australian 
rangelands that can help us navigate an ever-changing future? 
 


