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Council Meeting No. 271 Minutes 

 

Time: 5.05(Qld Time); Date: 13 th February 2020 by Teleconference 

1. Present: David Phelps, Bob Shepherd, Dionne Walsh, Don Burnside, Andrew Ash, Gus Whyte & 
Megan Munchenberg (part meeting only) 
 
Apologies: Nil 
 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting:   
 
Motion: That the minutes of Council Meeting No. 270 held on the 27th November 2019 by 
teleconference be approved. 

Moved: Don Burnside  Seconded: Andrew Ash    Carried 
 

3. Business arising from the minutes:  
 
A. Guest editor for TRJ Drought Management Special Issue – authors are being arranged and 

timelines developed for publishing in 2020.  
B. Position of Publication Committee Chair – one person still intends to apply. Note:- current PC 

Chair Dr Ron Hacker generously offered to stay in the position and mentor an incoming chair for the 
March and May 2020 PC meetings then hand-over for the 1st July 2020 meeting.   

C. Archival of ARS files - ARS files are organised to arrive in at Longreach during March 2020. 
D. 2019 AGM Council positions –  

The following motion was put out-of-session by email to all people who were in attendance at the 
2019 AGM:  

Motion: “That Andrew Ash, Don Burnside, Megan Munchenberg, Dionne Walsh, Cathy Waters & 
Angus Whyte be nominated for an additional one year on the ARS Council (from AGM 2019 to 
AGM 2020), and that at the 2020 AGM they re-nominate for an additional three years if they so 
wish.”  

Moved: Don Burnside Seconded: Ron Hacker  
 

For: David Phelps, Don Burnside, Bob Shepherd, Andrew Ash, Dionne Walsh, Kate 
Masters, Ron Hacker. 
 

Against: nil  Carried 
 

E. 2021 ARS Biennial Conference – Qld – (see general business Item 1)  
(Megan Munchenberg joined the meeting) 

F. Royal Society of Qld “Rangelands Dialogue”  
 A letter of in-principle support for the Rangelands Dialogue was sent to Dr Geoff Edwards, Vice-

President of the Royal Society of Qld (RSQ) with a CC to Barney Foran. The letter also 
suggested that Geoff and Barney communicate with each other to further develop the Dialogue 
and possibly widen its scope to include the whole of Australia’s rangelands. 

 The Rangelands Dialogue was intended to represent the views of AgForce, NRM Regions 
Queensland (formerly the Regional Groups Collective) and the RSQ, but it is now the RSQ only. 

 Some concern was expressed that the Dialogue was too high a level to provide a way forward 
for the rangelands.  

 ARS President David Phelps to contact the RSQ Vice-President Dr Geoff Edwards (David to 
action)  
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G. ARS membership of rangelands-based Regional NRM groups - Megan Munchenberg to send a 
rangelands-based Regional NRM groups membership list with contact details to the secretary 
(Megan to action) 

H. ARS Travel & Study Grants – 
a) Motion: That Section 10 of the guidelines be rewritten as “Only those people who have been 

financial members of the Australian Rangeland Society for more than twelve months before 
the closing date for applications (30 November each year), or Fellows of the Society will be 
eligible to apply for the Travel Grant. Travel can be either within Australia or overseas. 
Overseas travel can include travel to Australia by overseas members.”  

Moved: Don Burnside       Seconded: Dionne Walsh   Carried 
The ARS secretary is to make the appropriate changes to the guidelines and the application 
form. 

 

b) The following motions for study/travel grants for Douglas Lawton (USA) and Lindsey Perry 
(Australia) that were approved out-of-session by Council, were endorsed into these minutes. 
 

i. Motion: That an ARS Travel Grant for $2000 be approved for Lindsey Perry to attend 
the 2020 IGC/IRC in Kenya. 

Moved: Andrew Ash       Seconded: Dionne Walsh 
For: David Phelps, Andrew Ash, Dionne Walsh, Gus Whyte, Don Burnside & 
Bob Shepherd  
Against: nil        Carried 
 

ii. Motion: That Douglas Lawton’s travel/study grant application “How does landscape 
structure degradation impact locust outbreaks?” be approved. 

Moved: Bob Shepherd  Seconded: Andrew Ash                 
For: David Phelps, Don Burnside, Bob Shepherd, Gus Whyte, Andrew Ash, 
Cathy Waters & Dionne Walsh.  
Against: nil                       Carried 
 

I. World Café Session at Canberra ARS Conference – Dr John Taylor is liaising with the 
Publications Chair Dr Ron Hacker to have this session included in the Canberra Conference Special 
Issue of TRJ.   

J. Australian rangeland futures: time now for systemic responses to interconnected challenges 
(Barney Foran et. al.) – Barney emailed a framework for a “Systemic Investment and Action Plan” 
under the following headings:- 

1. Investment priorities under the $10/50/100 million funding options 
2. Demographic realities and possible future trends 
3. Indigenous populations, location and extent of Indigenous owned land 
4. Makeup of Gross Regional Product 
5. Critical infrastructure needs 
6. Disruption futures 
7. Land use pattern, industries, activities, and problems 
8. Invasive plants and organisms 
9. Doing old things better 
10. New activities for jobs, economy and regional resilience  

 Points of discussion on this framework and the additional suggestions in Barney’s email, were:- 
 The framework will contribute to a pathway forward. 
 A pithy policy statement is needed to introduce the framework. 
 Barney Foran be asked to submit the framework for inclusion in the March edition of the 

Range Management Newsletter to enlist support from the Society’s membership to further 
develop the framework. (Bob to action) 

 It was recommended that the Central Western Qld Region (Longreach region) be considered 
as a potential pilot area to road-test the framework when it is further developed. This would 
include working with the regional NRM group Desert Channels Qld (DCQ), Remote Area 
Planning & Development (RAPAD) Longreach and other organisations/agencies. 

 That ARS Council member Megan Munchenberg raise the framework at the next meeting of 
the “NRM Regions Qld” where the Qld Minister for State Development and Minister for 
Natural Resources and Mines Dr Anthony Lynham will be in attendance. Megan offered to 
report back to the next ARS Council meeting. (Megan to action) 
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 After the “NRM Regions Qld” meeting, Megan offered to hold discussions with Andrew 
Drysdale of the Rangelands NRM Alliance. (Megan to action) 

Council recognises the potential links between the framework and the Royal Society of Qld’s 
“Rangeland Dialogue” (see Action Item F above)  

K. ARS Bookkeeper – Council has approved “Integrity Taxation” in Perth for a three month trial 
period. A three month agreement between the ARS and Integrity Taxation is to be developed by 
Council for signature by both parties. An annual fee of ~$2,100+GST per year is anticipated based 
on estimated hours. If Integrity Taxation’s performance is satisfactory to the Finance and Audit 
Officer, they will be offered the position until 31 January 2022. The Finance Director is to notify 
“Integrity Taxation” accordingly. (Don to action)  

L. IBD for ARS Funds - $100,000 was transferred from the current on-line saver account (BSB 
062619 A/c 10088721) for 8 months at an interest rate of 1.5% pa, with principal and interest paid 
on maturity in July 2020.   

M. Letter of appreciation to Mark StaffordSmith for Canberra ARS Biennial Conference   
An official letter of appreciation and congratulations has been drafted, but the complete list of 
Conference Organising Committee members is still to be ascertained from Cathy Waters (David to 
action)  
Letters of appreciation are to be written to the conference sponsors. George Wilson has been asked 
to provide a list with contact details. (Bob to action) 

N. ARS Website – The invoice from Blue Platypus was paid, but there are still some issues with the 
president@austrangesoc.com.au email account. Council will request ARS Website Editor Russell 
Grant to include a link to the “Opportunities to apply for research grants and travel fellowships” in 
the Membership Benefits area. Currently the link is only in the Awards area.  Renewing membership 
where the member’s email address has changed is an issue. All other links are working to date. 
(Bob to action) 

O. Voluntary editorial staff of TRJ – Letters were written acknowledging the contribution of the 
voluntary editorial staff of TRJ that have either retired or extended their tenure.  

P. CSIRO sponsorship of the Canberra ARS Conference – Future conference organising 
committees are to include CSIRO (and their logo) with the other conference sponsors in recognition 
of the provision of student prizes. (Bob to action) 

Q. Wambiana Special Issue of TRJ – Dr Peter O’Reagain declined the invitation to produce a Special 
Issue of TRJ in 2020, due to heavy work commitments.  

R. Articles for the RMN – permission has been given by Ian McLean “Bush AgriBusiness” to use an 
article from their website in the RMN with the appropriate attribution. The article has been submitted 
to the RMN editor Noelene Duckett. 

S. Organisations agreeing to share articles with the RMN – The list from Noelene Duckett was 
circulated to Council members. Megan Munchenberg to ascertain if Southern Gulf NRM responded 
to the request to allow their newsletter articles to be published in the RMN. Megan is to send a list of 
Rangelands NRM Alliance members to the secretary. (Megan to action) 

T. Australian 2025 IRC bid for Australia - A letter of appreciation was sent to Pieter Conradie and 
the bid committee for their efforts in developing a highly professional bid. A copy of the bid was sent 
to the ARS Council members.  

 
 

4. Correspondence (See Appendix 1.) 
 

Motion: That the inwards correspondence be received & outwards endorsed.  

Moved: Don Burnside  Seconded: Megan Munchenberg   Carried 

 

5. Business Arising from Correspondence 
 

All business arising from the correspondence is covered in business arising from the last meeting (items 
A to T above) or items of general business. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:president@austrangesoc.com.au
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6. Reports 
 

6.1 Membership Report (Don Burnside, Membership Director) 
 
Membership Update – 31 January 2020 
 
The summary  
At the commencement of 2019, there were 209 active and complimentary members.  As at 31 January 
2020, we have 224, including 36 complimentary members.   
 

The detail – 2019 
 

As at 31 December 2019, 131 members had paid for annual memberships for 2019, with 46 members on 
three year memberships, being a total of 177.  An additional 11 people joined in late 2019, and these have 
been awarded membership for 2020.  Thus at the end of 2019, there were 188 financial and members.   
 

Looking forward into 2020 
 

Three 2019 members have already renewed for 2020, there are the 11 new members mentioned above, 
and there are 25 members on three year memberships (2018-2020 and 2019-2021), making a total of 39 
financial members so far this year. 
 

A further 149 members will need to renew for 2020 (or 2020-2022 if they elect for the three year 
membership), and will be sent renewal notices when the website is ready to handle these. 
 

I also have the list of all non-members who attended the Canberra conference and will endeavour to recruit 
them, reminding them of what a great conference they recently attended and how we can only continue to 
provide such events if we have a strong membership. 
 

Because we have members now paid up until 31 December 2021, we have taken in additional membership 
fees – to the value of $4,514 (excl of GST).   
 

Membership at 31 January 2020 
 

Category 
Hardcopy 

Journal + RMN 
E-journal + 

RMN 
RMN only Total 

Members needing to renew in 2020 84 43 22 149 

Members paid for 2020 already 21 16 2 39 

Complimentary members for 2020 9 27 0 36* 

ARS members 114 86 24 224 
     

Institutional subscribers 10 81 0 91 

Grand total 124 167 24 315 

* three of these had paid for membership in 2019. 

Motion: That the membership report be accepted.  
 

Moved: Don Burnside    Seconded: Andrew Ash     Carried 
 

Discussion from membership Report:- 
 

Members who have changed email addresses may have trouble with accessing new passwords. One 
member from the USA managed to pay membership on-line, but the fate of this payment is yet to be 
determined. The Membership Director is not aware of other membership payments going astray. 
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6.2 Financial Report (Don Burnside, Finance & Audit Officer) 
 
Financial Report for 1 January – 31 December 2019 
 

The profit and loss details for the normal operations and the 2019 Canberra Conference are shown below.  
Note: these figures have not yet been checked by the Auditor. 
 

Items 

1 Jan to 31 Dec 2019  
(GST excl) 

Comments 
Normal 
operations 

Conference 
account 

INCOME    

Total ARS Membership 
Income 

$21,037  
Significantly higher membership income than in 2018 ($17,418), but 
includes some memberships for 2020 

2019 Conference income  $170,864 A further $5,327 came in in Jan 2020 

Journal income $26,921  
Copyright income ($13.26); CSIRO (extra pages ($1,800) 
Royalties ($2442.72); Two special issues ($20,000) 
copyright income ($1,665.05); 

Interest income $347   

GST credit from ATO $41   

Refund of bank charges 
from CBA 

$453   

Miscellaneous income $25   

TOTAL INCOME $48,824 $170,864  
    

EXPENSES    

Bank service charges $603   

Professional fees $1,800  Lee Green for 2018 audit 

Council costs $771  communications (webex and chorus call) 

Journal expenses $15,591  
Honoraria to Editor-in-Chief ($4,000); prizes at ARS2019 ($700); 
Payment to CSIRO for additional pages ($1,800; 50% payment to 
CSIRO Publishing for TRJ publishing ($9,091) 

Newsletter costs $2,500  Honoraria to RMN Editor 

Website expenses $16,271  
Payment to secure website information ($200); payment to Blue 
Platypus for set up ($12,154); Honoraria to Russell Grant for 2018 
($1,370 and 2019 ($2,500); Incidentals ($46.95). 

Social media expenses $2,991  
Final Payment to Wright Social ($316); honoraria to Social Media 
Editor ($2,675) 

Conference expenses  $129,125 Nearly all costs paid before 31 December 

Honoraria $5,250  
Honorarium payment to Chair, Publications Committee and Book 
keeper 

GST paid to ATO $334 $8,203 $2,980 refund received in Jan 2020 for Q4 

ASIC fees $195   

Miscellaneous $687  
thumb-drive for storage of records + membership Flyer + postage to 
Mongolia 
Licence for Reckon ($518) 

TOTAL EXPENSES $47,193 $137,328  
    

PROFIT/ LOSS $1,631 $33,536  
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Financial Report for 1 January – 31 January 2020 
The profit and loss details for the normal operations and the 2019 Canberra Conference for the first month 
of 2020 are shown below. 
 

Items 

1 Jan to 31 Jan 2020 (GST 
excl) 

Comments 
Normal 
operations 

Conference 
account 

INCOME    

Total ARS Membership Income $0  Unable to send renewal notices until the website is fully functional 

2019 Conference income  $5,327 Final last tranche of income 

Interest income $10   

GST credit from ATO $2,980  
Q4 2019 payment.  Most of this relates to conference purchases 
in late 2019 

TOTAL INCOME $2,990 $5,327  

    

EXPENSES    

Bank and eWay service 
charges 

$148  
 

Council costs $100  Cisco-Webex charges 

ASIC fees $110   

TOTAL EXPENSES $358   

    

PROFIT/ LOSS $2,632 $5,327  

 
Balance Sheet at 31 January 2020 
The balance sheet as at 31 January 2020 is shown below. 
 

Balance of Accounts at 31 January 2020 Actual 
 

Operating Cheque Account 8347 $3,065  

Conference Account 8363 $2,086  

Savings Account 8721 $72,101  

Membership Account 3504 $65  

Term Deposit (maturing July 2020) $100,000  

Total cash $177,317  
  

 

Contingent liabilities   

Travel support for Dana Kelly ($2,000)  

50% payment to CSIRO for TRJ publishing ($9,091)  

Travel Grant to Douglas Lawton ($2,000)  

Total Contingent Liabilities ($13,091)  

 
Notes on financial Report for 1 January 2019 to 31 January 2020 
Note: – the figures in the above tables have not been checked by the auditor. 
 

Membership income – Membership income was higher in 2019 than in previous years, even after  
accounting for 34 people who have paid for 2020 and 2021 (Note – balance sheet includes $4,514 
retained for payments made for 2020 and 2021 memberships).  However, the income does include a 
number of memberships paid for 2020 that were received late in the year.   
Renewal notices need to be sent to the 150 members who need to renew this year. 

Journal income – Payment has been received for two special issues so far this year.  The NSW DPI has  
paid for the Total Grazing Pressure SI which will be published in early 2020, and $10,000 was 
transferred from the Conference Account as payment for the ARS2019 Conference Special Issue.  
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Mark Stafford Smith is seeking support from ACIAR to enable the whole issue to be Open Access and 
will be providing a formal proposal to the PC.   

Journal expenses – a payment of $1,800 was made to CSIRO Publishing for excess pages (18) in  
Volume 40 of the Journal.  (Our contract is limited to 600 pages).  Payment of 50 per cent ($9,091) of 
the annual publishing fee for the Journal has been made to CSIRO Publishing.  It is not certain when 
CSIRO Publishing will invoice for the second payment.  Prize money of $1,000 provided for winners at 
ARS2019 has been disbursed ($300 retained thanks to winners who donated their prize money back to 
the Society).  Copyright and royalties income was higher than expected.   

Website and Social media – The full fee has been paid to Blue Platypus for set-up of the new website,  
plus some miscellaneous extras ($15,591).  Other costs include back payment to Russell Grant for his 
editorship of the website in 2018 and full payment in 2019, plus honoraria to Sarah Moles for editing 
Social media (commenced 3 December 2018) and final payment to Wright Social for looking after the 
social media sites before appointment of the SME.   

Honoraria – payment of $2,500 has been made to Ron Hacker, outgoing Chair of the Publications  
Committee for services over the year ending 30 June 2019.  Payment of $2,750 paid to Don Heylen for 
Bookkeeping for 2019.   

Conference profit – the ARS2019 Canberra conference looks set to yield a profit of about $38,000 (excl  
GST), which is better than was budgeted ($20,000m incl. GST).  The conference books are almost 
closed – some very small items still to be dealt with. 

Travel support – Council agreed to support Dana Kelly’s travel to Kenya in relation to IRC Continuing  
Committee matters and she provided an invoice for $2,000 in July 2019.  However, she did not request 
payment until a report on her travel to Kenya was provided.   
Assuming that Douglas Lawton takes up his Travel Grant, he will receive payment of $2,000. 

GST transactions Qs 1 to 3 - To obtain a true picture of the conference finances, an attempt is being  
made to separate the GST credits and liabilities between normal operations and conference operation. 
GST payable on normal operations has $334 so far this year.  Given that nearly all of the income was 
received in Qs1-3 2019, but that some expenses were paid in late 2018 and there have been some paid 
since 1 November, the GST calculated to be paid of $8,203 is high.  We recovered $2,980 when the Q4 
BAS was submitted in January 2020.   

 
Motion: That the financial report be accepted and accounts passed for payment. 

 
Moved: Don Burnside   Seconded: Dionne Walsh    Carried 

 
Discussion from Finance Report:- 
 

The cost of the website upgrade was queried.  The total cost for website servives in 2019 was was $16,271 
(ex GST) which consists of:- 

 Blue Platypus $12,354 ($200 to secure content from old website & $12,154 agreed figure for the 
new website) 

 Honoraria to Website Editor of $1,370 for 2018 and $2,500 for 2019 
 Incidentals  $47 (reimbursement to Russell Grant) 

The budgeted figure was $12,154 (ex GST) to Blue Platypus 
  

6.3 Publications Committee Report (Ron Hacker, Chair, Publications Committee) 
 

The Publications Committee (PC) met on 29 January. The following matters are forwarded for Council’s 
information and consideration. 
 

a. The Rangeland Journal 

Issue 5 of the 2019 volume was recently received in hard copy but was available on-line at close to the 
appropriate time. Although this volume contained only seven papers it ran to 85 pages. The Special 
Issue (SI) on total grazing pressure in the southern rangelands, to be labelled as issue 6 of volume 41, 
has not yet been finalised. I hope that all papers for this special issue will be accepted by the end of 
February. This issue will probably run to over 100 pages but the total output for volume 41 should not 
exceed 600 pages and so should not incur excess page charges for ARS. So far only two papers have 
been accepted for Vol. 42 Issue 1. 
 

A virtual issue (VI) commemorating the 30th anniversary of the publication of Westoby et al. (1989) has 
been prepared, mainly by Andrew Ash. Brian Walker and Mark Westoby have prepared an introductory 
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paper for this VI. As it is longer that the usual introduction CSIRO Publishing has suggested that it be 
published in TRJ with a link to it in the VI. This may determine the date when the VI goes on-line. 
Planning is now needed for another VI in 2020. 
 

The two SIs intended for Vol. 42 are ‘Resilient future rangelands: integrating environment and 
livelihoods’ (from the Canberra conference) and ‘Managing Drought in 2020 and Beyond’, which will 
mostly comprise papers from Queensland DPI.  A contract has been forwarded to representatives of the 
Chinese university consortium wishing to publish the SI ‘Theory and application of the grassland 
Comprehensive and Sequential Classification System’ in 2021. The signed contract has not yet been 
returned as the original recipient apparently did not receive the email forwarded in late December. 
There is no contract in the pipeline at this time for a second SI in 2021. The hoped-for issue on the 
Wambiana grazing trial will not now go ahead. 
 

The PC has accepted a suggestion form CSIRO Publishing (CP) that reviewers be given free access to 
the TRJ archive for the remainder of the calendar year in which they complete their review. This has no 
financial implications for ARS and may encourage some citations. This practice is operating with a 
number of other CSIRO journals. 
 

CSIRO Publishing has advised that a rolling strategy plan for TRJ will be provided in February for 
comment. This may require input from Council as well as PC. 

 

b. Range Management Newsletter 

No report available as Noelene Duckett was an apology for the meeting. However, the only issue of 
concern at the moment is Noelene’s ability to load the newsletter onto the new web site (see below). 
 

c. Web site 

The new web site is now live, and appears to be indistinguishable from the old, but there are some ongoing 
teething issues. Some members have been unable to access the Members Area as old passwords are no 
longer effective. However,  members of PC have been able to update their passwords (or reuse their old 
one) by following the prompts from the ‘Forgotten password?’ tab at the upper left of the home page, or by 
trying to log in as usual and following the ‘forgotten password’ prompts from that point. The link to the TRJ 
archive within the Members Area is functional.  
 

General advice needs to be given to the members as soon as possible, via social media and the web site 
home page, regarding the need to renew their passwords. Blue Platypus (BP) is preparing an instructional 
video for web site administrators (particularly the web site, newsletter and social media editors) but this has 
not been provided at the time of writing. A matter of some urgency is the notification of members via 
general email of the need to renew memberships for 2020. Don Burnside has had extensive discussions 
with BP on this functionality throughout the build but the general email distribution has not yet occurred. 
Russell Grant will be following up with BP on these matters. The reconstruction of the web site has proved 
to be a much larger task than I had expected and I wish to record my thanks to Russell for his 
perseverance in bringing the new site thus far. 
 

d. Social media 

Our social media activity achieved a milestone at the end of January with 1053 followers on Facebook. This 
is the first time our followers have exceeded 1000. Congratulations to Sarah Moles in particular for this 
achievement. Sentiment on Facebook is overwhelmingly positive, mostly 'Likes' and 'Loves' but posts of a 
couple of articles with suggestions for drought proofing the Pilbara did stimulate some adverse reaction (to 
the content of the articles, not the ARS per se) . Sarah is always keen to be provided with articles and 
pictures for Facebook and pictures for Instagram. The task of sourcing material for regular posts is 
considerable. There is a problem with Instagram at the moment as only five of our posts are showing and 
our page shows we have no followers, aren't following anyone and have made zero posts. Sarah has not 
been able to resolve this issue to date she has been advised by Instagram support that free accounts don't 
have access to email support. 
 

e. General 

The PC discussed plans for promoting TRJ at the IGC/IRC in Nairobi in October. Marisa Spiniello has 
indicated that CP will be incorporating this into their promotional pipeline for 2020-21 activities. Promotional 
materials that could be provided by CP include journal flyers, journal copies, and a table top pull-up poster. 
However, she is concerned about transport of these materials to Kenya as previous experience of posting 
such items has not been good, and has asked if delegates from ARS could assist with the transport. (Both 
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Don Burnside and I will be participating in a 9 day pre-conference tour starting in Tanzania and will not be 
available to assist with this task). Points raised in the PC’s discussion were: 
 

 There is currently $1,000 available from 2019-20 promotional funds for TRJ provided by CP; PC 

agreed that these funds could be used to support the promotion (some other funds from the 2020-

21 budget could possibly also be used if necessary); 

 Promotional flyers for TRJ could be printed in Nairobi (not by the conference Secretariat) to avoid 

the transport issue (Subsequent enquiries of Dana Kelly have indicated that this should be 

possible); 

 Council should be encouraged to link promotion of ARS and TRJ to utilise the funds available from 

CP most effectively. 

Motion: That the Publications Committee report be accepted. 
 

Moved: Don Burnside  Seconded: Megan Munchenberg   Carried 
 

Discussion from Publications Committee report:  
 

a) The Rangeland Journal – an introduction to the next virtual Issue is to be written by Brian Walker 
and Mark Westoby and will be published in a normal issue with a link to the virtual issue. 

b) ARS Website – The difficulty of renewing memberships when members’ email addresses have 
changed has been raised with Blue Platypus by the Society’s Website Editor Russell Grant. (Bob to 
follow-up). It has been difficult to contact Blue Platypus at times. 

c) Range Management Newsletter – Guidelines to upload the RMN to the website are to be provided 
to the editor Noelene Duckett (Bob to action)  

d) Commissioning a “Southern Rangelands Management” paper -  
Motion: That Council commission a paper provisionally titled ‘Principles and guidelines for managing 
grazing in the southern rangelands of Australia’, with Drs Hacker and Holm as leading authors.  The 
leading authors are to be paid $1,500 each, and the Council will also pay $1,500 to CSIRO 
Publishing for the paper to be published Open Access. 
 

Moved: Don Burnside  Seconded: Dionne Walsh   Carried 
 Council also recommended that a third person from one of the agencies who is currently 

working in the southern rangelands be enlisted as a co-author. 
 Council will request Ron Hacker and Alec Holm provide a dot point outline of the paper, 

which Council will forward to the Publications Committee. (Bob to action) 
 

7. General/New Business:  
 

1. Longreach 2021 ARS Biennial Conference –  
 Whilst there was some interest in holding the conference in Cloncurry, obtaining an 

organising committee in NW Qld was seemed unlikely. Longreach Regional Council is 
supportive of hosting the 2021 ARS Conference. 

 Expressions of interest in participating in an organising committee has come from:- 
 

Bush Heritage Qld Longreach Regional Council 
Longreach branch of AgForce Desert Channels Qld 
Local staff of the Qld Dept of Premier & 
Cabinet 

Local staff of Qld Dept of Agriculture & Fisheries 

Local members of the Australian 
Rangeland Society 

 

 

 Other organisations who could potentially contribute/assist include:- 
Remote Area Planning  & Development 
(RAPAD) Longreach 

CRC for Developing Northern Australia (CRCNA) 

Longreach State High School Indigenous groups 
Longreach Chamber of Commerce QPWS (Qld Dept of Environment & Science) 
OBI Beef Central Qld University 
North West Queensland Regional 
Organisation of Councils (NWQROC) 
which covers eight councils 

National Drought & North Queensland Flood Response 
& Recovery Agency 
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 The Longreach Pastoral College that closed at the end of 2019 may be available for 
accommodation; it has 140 rooms. 

 Possible options for tours include:- 
o Diamantina Lakes National Park 
o Australian Age of Dinosaurs near Winton 
o Local attractions in Longreach township 

 An article is to be submitted for publication in the March edition of the Range Management 
Newsletter  

 A formal conference proposal with a budget is to be prepared for the next ARS Council 
meeting in April. (David to action)   

2. ARS Council Positions – (see Business from the Minutes item D)  
3. Travel/Study Grants – (see Business from the Minutes item H)  
4. Australian Rangeland Futures – (see Business from the Minutes item J)  
5. Commissioning a southern rangelands management paper – (see discussion from 

Publications Committee report item d)) 
6. Kangaroo Management – Joint Statement –  

Motion: That the document “Improving Kangaroo Management – a Joint Statement” as provided 
by ARS member and Honorary Professor George Wilson (ANU) is endorsed by the ARS 
Council; and Council is to be a signatory to the statement. 
 

Moved: Andrew Ash  Seconded: Don Burnside   Carried 
George Wilson to be notified of Council’s endorsement (Bob to action) The document is to be 
re-sent to Council members (Bob to action) 

7. Traditional Knowledge Forum at IRC Kenya –  
 A request was made by Dr Dana Kelly (Chair of the IRC Continuing Committee) asking the 

ARS to establish a crowd funding facility to raise funds to cover the costs of attendance of 
indigenous people at a Traditional Knowledge Forum at the IRC Kenya in October 2020.  

 Council requested that an indication of at least in-principle Indigenous Community support 
is obtained before crowd funding is commenced. Peak Indigenous organisations with links 
to the rangelands to be approached include the North Australian Indigenous Land and Sea 
Management Alliance (NAILSMA) and the 10 Deserts Project Group. These groups may be 
willing to contribute funds to this cause. Details of these groups are to be sent to Dana Kelly 
and Council members. (Don to action). The following motion was discussed and put: 

 

Motion: That the ARS establish a crowd funding facility to raise funds to enable Indigenous 
people attend the “Traditional Knowledge Forum” at IRC Kenya in 2020. 
 

Moved: Dionne Walsh Seconded: Megan Munchenberg  Carried 
 

The facility is to be activated if and when in-principle support (at least) is obtained from the 
Indigenous community. The Social Media Editor Sarah Moles is to be informed of this 
decision (Bob to action) 

 A request is to be made to Dana Kelly to provide details of consultation to date with 
Indigenous groups on this matter. (David to action) 

 In preparation for the establishment of a crowd funding facility the following motion was 
discussed and put: 

 

Motion: That the ARS establishes a new Society Cheque Account to accept and disburse 
donations received from third parties for purposes as approved by the Council. The 
signatories on the Account will be the President and the Finance and Audit Officer, with any 
one of these persons to sign for withdrawals.   

 

Moved:  Don Burnside.   Seconded:  Bob Shepherd  Carried (Don to action) 
 

4. ESA and Australian Bush Fires – The Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) requested support 
for a series of action items. It was resolved that the ARS:- 
 Endorse promoting the ESA volunteer and donation links via our social media and email 

networks and encourage ARS members to contribute 
 Nominate a core team(s) to contribute to the reviews 
 Consider if ARS wishes to make a financial contribution. (Bob to action) 
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5. TRJ for IRC Kenya – The Kenyan IRC committee is keen to have a special issue of a Journal 
generated by the conference, but want it to be an African Journal.  No further action required. 

6. Back-up of ARS Council Secretary’s files – All files held by the Council secretary were 
backed up to an external hard drive on the 10th Feb 2020 

7. Climate Change & Fires – ARS views - (to be dealt with out of session) 
8. Drought policy – (to be dealt with out of session) 
9. Lake Eyre Basin Consultation meetings – (to be dealt with out of session) 
10. SRM-ARS Relationships - (to be dealt with out of session) 

 

11. Council meeting dates for 2020 
 

(Note: these dates are all Wednesdays)  
 April 1st 
 May 27th (2020 AGM) 
 July 15th  
 September 16th 
 December 2nd  
 

12. Next meeting:  
 

General Meeting: 5.00pm (Qld Time) Wednesday 1st April 2020 
 

13. Meeting close: 7.25pm 

LIST OF ACTIONS (from February 2020 ARS Council Meeting) 

A.  Royal Society Qld Rangelands Dialogue - ARS President David Phelps to contact the RSQ Vice-
President Dr Geoff Edwards (David to action)  

B. Rangelands NRM Alliance – member contacts  -  Megan Munchenberg to send a list of member 
contacts to the secretary (Megan to action) 

C. Travel Grant Guidelines review - the ARS secretary is to make the appropriate changes to the 
guidelines and the application form. (Bob to action) 

D. Australian rangeland futures (Systemic Investment and Action Plan)  -  
a. Barney Foran to be asked to submit the framework for inclusion in the March edition of the 

Range Management Newsletter to enlist support from the Society’s membership to further 
develop the framework. (Bob to action) 

b. Megan Munchenberg offered to raise the framework for this plan as outlined by Barney 
Foran at the next meeting of the “NRM Regions Qld” and also to hold discussions with 
Andrew Drysdale of the Rangelands NRM Alliance and to report back to the next ARS 
Council meeting. (Megan to action) 

E. ARS Bookkeeper - the Finance Director is to notify “Integrity Taxation” of our offer of appointment.. 
(Don to action) 

F. Letter of appreciation to Mark StaffordSmith for Canberra ARS Biennial Conference  - Send 
an official letter of appreciation and congratulations when a complete list of Conference Organising 
Committee members is ascertained from Cathy Waters (David to action)  

G. Canberra Conference Sponsors – Secretary is  to write letters of appreciation to Canberra 
Conference sponsors. (Bob to action) 

H. Travel Grants – Location on the  ARS Website - Council to request ARS Website Editor Russell 
Grant to include a link to the “Opportunities to apply for research grants and travel fellowships” in 
the Membership Benefits area in addition to where it currently sits in the Awards area.  (Bob to 
action) 

I. CSIRO sponsorship of the Biennial ARS Conference – Future conference organising committees 
are to include CSIRO (and their logo) as sponsors in recognition of the provision of student prizes. 
(Bob to action) 

J. Rangelands NRM Alliance - Megan is to send a list of members to the secretary. (Megan to 
action) 

K. ARS Website – The difficulty of renewing memberships when members’ email addresses have 
changed has been raised with Blue Platypus by the Society’s Website Editor Russell Grant. (Bob to 
follow-up). It has been difficult to contact Blue Platypus at times. 
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L. Range Management Newsletter – Guidelines to upload the RMN to the website is to be provided 
to the editor Noelene Duckett (Bob to action)  

M. “Southern Rangelands Management” TRJ Special Issue - a third person from one of the 
agencies who is currently working in the southern rangelands be enlisted as a co-author. Authors to 
provide a dot point outline of the paper, which Council will forward to the Publications Committee. 
(Bob to action) 

N. ARS Biennial Conference 2021 – preparation of a formal conference proposal with a budget for 
the next ARS Council meeting in April. (David to action) 

O. Kangaroo Management – Joint Statement - document is to be re-sent to Council members (Bob 
to action) George Wilson to be notified of Council’s endorsement (Bob to action) 

P. Indigenous Community Support for Traditional Knowledge Forum –  
a. Ask Dana Kelly to provide details of consultation to-date with Indigenous groups (David to 

action) 
b. A list of relevant indigenous groups is to be sent to Dana Kelly and Council members. (Don 

to action)   
Q. Crowd Funding for Traditional Knowledge Forum –  

a. A new ARS bank account to be opened to receive funds (Don to action)  
b. The Social Media Editor Sarah Moles is to be informed of the crowd funding facility (Bob to 

action) 

R. The Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) requested support for a series of action items. It was 
resolved that the ARS:- 

 Endorse promoting the ESA volunteer and donation links via our social media and email 
networks and encourage ARS members to contribute 

 Nominate a core team(s) to contribute to the reviews 
 Consider if ARS wishes to make a financial contribution. (Bob to action) 

 

Appendix 1. 
 

ARS Correspondence 27
th

 November 2019 to 13
th

 February 2020.  
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